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PREFACE. 


HE following Sermons 
were firſt preach'd and 
£11 publiſhed, upon ſpecial Oc- 
=== caſtons relating to the Go- 
vernment ; and particularly, againſt 
the Endeavouys that have been uſed, 
in this and the laſt Reign, to under- 
mine the Proteſtant Succeſſion, by dif- 
gracing thoſe Meaſures which were 
moſt like to ſupport it, and thoſe Per- 
ſons who were known to be its beſt 
Friends. oo 
i 3  L WHEN 
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' 1 WHEN Her late Majeſty | Li 
een Anne, upon her Acceſſion to | va 
the Throne, thought fit to enter into an 
new Meaſures and Counſels, by em- | Ac 
ploying thoſe in her Service who had | be 
been leaſt truſted in the preceding cu 
Reign ; ſhe was extolled and magni- Cl 
ſhed by them in the higheſt Strains, me 
and all Expreſſions of Duty and Re- pp 
ſpect were thought 100 low, and even an 
the Legitimacy of the Pretender was | ih 
given up, on purpoſe to make way for E of 
her Hereditary Right. But, with- | of 
in a few years, when her Majely | , 
found cauſe to make a Change in the | th 
Adminiſtration, and to Employ others, | D 
who, while out of Employments, had | 
concurr'd chearfully in ſupporting her | th 
Government, and were known to be | we 
moſt hearty in the important Work of | ni 
bumbling and reducing the only Power | 4 
that could diſturb our Repoſe or de- © 


feat 


WH 
2 N 69 
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3 feat the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant 
Line; Upon this Change, bowever ad- 
Luantageous to her Affairs both at home 
and abroad, they who had well nigh 
Ador'd ber before, began now to load 
ber with the vileſt Reproaches, parti- 
cularly with that of Deſerting the 
Church; diſcovering all imaginable 
marks of Diſlike and Diſaffection, and 
' ſparing no pains to make her Majeſty 
and her Government contemptible in 
ihe eyes of her People. 
f thoſe Seditious Clamours, the Judges 
of Aﬀize were ſpecially directed to 


In the midſt 


Warn the Nation, in the courſe of 


| their ſeveral Circuits, againſt all ſuch 
| Difloyal Practices: and while they 
were doing their parts to diſcourage 
| them by the Terrors of the Law, it 
was certainly very proper for the Mi- 
| riſters of the Goſpel, to purſue the 
ame end, upon the Obligations of 
| Conſcience ; by ſhewing the Incon- 


hiftency 
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fiſtency of that unworthy Treatmen: 
of their Soveraign, with the duty of 
2 Chriſtian Subject; and (with re. 
gard to the quarter from which the. | 

Reproaches came) by hhewing further, S 
bow ill it appear d in Members of | 


7 


the Church of England (in thoſe, 
more eſpecially, who would be thought  * 
the only true Church-men) to for- 
get, in ſo ſhameful a manner, their di- 
ſtinguiſning Principle of Reſpe& | 
and Reverence to Authority. Thi: | 
is the Subject of the Firſt Di/- | 


coſe. 


II. IT z well known, that the Pa. | 


piſts, who are always ready to inflame 


our Diſcontents, have ever been ſteady 
and uniform in their good Wiſhes tc | 
one Side; and, at that juncture, their | 


7 


Behaviour was remarkably Offenſive | 
and Provoking. 
ſeveral of the Geniry and Clergy in 
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Lancaſhire, was Preſented to the 


of | Houſe of Peers by the Lord Biſhop of 
*g _ Cheſter, complaining of the Into- 


% lerable Boldneſs of the Romijh 
8 | Prieſts and Papiſts: and thereupon 
+” their Lordſhips repreſented to the 
5 Queen, That it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, for the Safety of her Ma- 
jeſty's Royal Perſon and Govern- 
di. went, that a more watchful Eye 
eg ſhould be had over them for the 
Ig future; and, for that purpoſe, 
Yo that a diſtin and particular Ac- 
count ſhould be taken, of all Pa- 
bpiſts and reputed Papi ds in the 
pe | Kingdom, with their reſpective 
a } Qualities, Eſtates, and Places of 


11 Abode. Accordingly, the neceſſary 
Orders were given by her Majeſty, for 
fl "1 taking a ſtrict Survey of Popery, in 
R 2 be ſeveral Counties of the Kingdom; 


| and at the ſame time a Proclamation | 
| Tas iſſued, for a Vigorat's Execution 


T 
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tholick 
| _ Commu- 
1-0 ion. | 


of the Laws againſt Papiſts. In theſe 


circumſtances, was the ſecond Ser- 


mon preached and publiſhed : and in- 
deed, at that time, there was great 
need, upon two other accounts, to keep 
up in the minds of the People a juſt 
ſenſe of the Danger and Miſchiefs 
of Popery ; The firſt, becauſe the 


Papiſts were then carrying on a Vyery 


An Ef dangerous * Stratagem, for gainin 
fo fr Co $ 5 7 ö S 8 


Proſeljtes to Popery and by that 
means to the Pretender, by comparing 
the higheſt Opinions of ſome in our 
Church with the loweſt Opinions of 


ſome in their , concerning the Points 


in diſpute ; and then ſuggeſting, that 


to perſwade the People, that the Fears 


the differences between the two Church- 
es, were inconſiderable, and next tc 
nothing: The ſecond, That too many 
of our own Communion, were obſerv d 
z0 Encourage that way of Thinking and 
Reaſoning, and made it their huſineſs 


ef 
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of Popery, were not only groundleſs, 

| hut that all Suggeſtions of that kind 
ſauour d of Diſaffection to the 
Church; eſpecially, if miz'd with 
any Acknowledgments of the Zealous 
Concurrence of Diſſenters, in redu- 
E cing the Power of France, as the 
only means (under God) to preſerve the 
Proteſtant Religion. To obviate an E- 
dil ſo great and deſtructive, T hoſe of 
the Clergy who believ d that Popery 
was our great Danger, and ſaw the 
| tendency of thoſe Practices to under- 
mine and defeat the Prote ant Succeſ- 
ion, found themſelves obliged to incul- 
| cate Unanimity among the true and 
' undoubted Friends of that Succeſſion ; 
and to labour to Convince others, of the 
utter inconſiStency of a Popiſh Govern- 
ment, with the Religion and Liberties 
of their Country. And, becauſe it 
was eaſy to foreſee, that the PapiSts 


would renew their old Complaint of 


b Perſ@- 


| 
| 
( 
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Perſecution on account of Religion; of 
0 7 1 
it ſeem'd neceſſary to ſhew from our 
Hiſtories, that whatever Penalties or Ste 

Keſtraints they had felt, from the be.] tro 

ginning of the Reformation to that 
day, had been laid upon them for Se- 
dition, and not for Religion. z 


III. AFTE R the ProteStant Suc-} 
ceſſon bad taken place, and King 
GEORGE, by a ſignal hand of 
Providence, was in full poſſeſſion of | 
the Throne, notwithſtanding all the]; 
Endeavours which bad been uſed to , 
prevent it; no Unprejudiced perſon 
can pretend to ſay, that it was un- 
| reaſonable in his Majeſty, to repoſe | 
| the greateſt Confidence in thoſe, who] 
1 bad ſhewn the greateſt Zeal to ſecure} f 
bis Succeſſion ; eſpecially, when Jo man) en 
others whom he found in Place, had 
been engaged in meaſures, which (to 4 
ſay no worſe) ſtood firongly "RO [.- 
7 of | 
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g of looking a very different way, And 

| yet this ſo reaſonable and neceſſary 
Step, of Truſting the one and Diſ- 
- truſting the other, was made the 
foundation of a general Alarm, That 
the Church was in the utmoſt. 
Danger: Which gave occaſion to the 
third of theſe Diſcourſes, to (how, 
Ho groundleſs that Alarm was, 
| Flow often the name of the Church 
had been abuſed before in the like kind, 
How injurious ſuch Proſtitutions of 
that ſacred Name, are, to Religion in 
| general, and to the Church in parti- 
cular ; and (as to the main pretence 
of that Clamour) How much leſs 
| Reproachful it is, to be engaged in 

| Meaſures with Proteftant Diſſenters 
for ſecuring the Government, than to 
enjoy the Prayers. and good Wiſhes of 
Papiſts, Non-Jurors, and the Dij- 
affected of all Sorts, who can haue 
5 b 2 m 
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11 
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no other Aim, but to undermine and] liv 


deſtroy it. 5 | to 
IV. WITH what Deſign that 1 


Clamour was raiſed and propagated, | an: 
and how effectually it anſwer'd the] ſor 
Deſign, became viſible in a very little] m. 

[i time, when it ſhew'd it ſelf in Open] T. 
F Rebellion: A Rebellion, which muſt} E 
1 ha de been fatal to theſe Kingdoms, if 4 
* it bad not pleaſed God to deliver us, to 
by a Series of moſt happy and remar- th 
kable Providences ; ſuch as the Na- ge 
tion had often experienc d and been] {t1 
accuſtom'd to, from the time of it's] 
firſt and great Deliverance from Po-F 

j pery. And when ja Solemn Thankſ. cet 
| giving was appointed for this laſt! P. 
Wit Deliverance, it could not be unſuita. fo 
ble to the eccaſion of the Day, to take} Se 

1116. 4 View (as the fourth of theſe Diß ge 
c cß/urſes doth) of the many Signal De. to 


liverances 


| Teſtimonies of 


cerning the 
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4 liverances which God had vouch ſafed 
to theſe Kingdoms, and of the Ingra- 

| titude and Perverſeneſs of great Num- 
bers amongſt us: 


and. increaſe the Thankfulneſs of 


As well to excire 


| ſome, as to deter others from Mur- 


| muring and Repining, after ſo many 
i the divine Goodneſas: 
| Eſpecially, when they ſaw how near 
| a Reſemblance their Murmurings bore 
| to thoſe of the Iſraelites, and knew 
| the terrible Expreſſions of God's an- 
ger againſt that ungrateful and ob- 
; {tinate People. 


THUS much may ſuffice, con- 


And as to the 


cerning 


ſeveral Occaſions of 
\ Preaching and Publiſhing the 
following Sermons, 
Seaſonableneſs of publiſhing them to- 
| gether, at this time, I will beg leave 
1 * two ings; The firſt, con- 


four 
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If, 1 fay, the following Diſcourſes 


do in any meaſure anſwer thoſe De- | 
 figns, 1 need not be at any pains to | 
ſhew, that they are, in every inſtance, | 
extremely Seaſonable at this time: 


The 


cerning the Diſcourſes themſelves, | 
That if they do in any meaſure an- | 
ſwer the ſeveral Deſigns, Of bring- | 
ing mankind to pay that Honour and 
| Reverence to their Prince, which 
both Reaſon and Religion require at 
their hands, Of keeping up in the 
minds of the People a juſt ſenſe and 
apprehen ſion of the Danger and Miſ- | 
chiefs of Popery, Of reſcuing the | 
Name of the Church from being 
proStituted to the Intereſt and Ambi- | 
tion of Deſigning Men; and, Of 
raiſing among us a Spirit of Thank- | 
fulneſs and Gratitude to God, for 
the many Bleſſings and Deliveran- | 


ces which we have received from him: 
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The Second, concerning the Author 


of them, That what is here publiſh'd, 


will ſhew it to have been always an 


 avow d Maxim with him, That, a- 

midſt ſo great Diſaffections, as we 

have ſeen and do ſtill ſee, nothing 

can preſerve our Succeſſton in the 

© Proteſtant Line, but Unanimity a- 

mong thoſe, who have ever appeared 

to be its faſt Friends, in Deed, and 

not in Profeſſion only; thoſe, who 

neither mean the Pretender them- 

| © ſelves, nor have ever lifted under | 
| © them that did.” And if he ſhould | 
be miſtaken in this perſwaſian, as he 
| firmly believes he is not, it will how- 


eder appear from theſe Diſcourſes, that 


it is a perſwaſton of long ſtanding, 


and deeply rooted , and that he has al- 

| ways * Declar'd and Enforc'd it, in“ Lr, 

the moſt open and publick manner, b. bt. 

whenever Opportunities have fal'n in v. gi. 
his way. . 1 


p. 58. to 
. From p. 4. 
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GIVE ne leave to add, that the wi 
Dnanimity which is here repreſented | wi 
as the ſureſt foundation of Safety to] nit 
the State, is the ſame that was En- ha 
forc'd as the beſt means of enlarging Br 
and ſtrength'ning the Church, by no D 
Teſs Authority than that of Archbiſhop} Ot 
SANCROFPFT ; and this, not in] at 
a haſty, and private manner, but up- Kit 
on the moſt mature deliberation, and] th 
among the Articles of Direction ſo-] th 
lemnly tranſmitted to the Biſhops and] ma 
Clergy of his Province, in the Tear] ou 

1688. The 11th of thoſe Articles, wh 
JJV 

4rbbiſup That they alſo walk in Viſdon] Ru 
din . towards thoſe who are not of Ar 
rein. our Communion : And, if there] the 
be in their Pariſhes any ſuch, that] Af 
they negle& not frequently to th. 

Confer with them in the i are 

O1F 
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[2 0 Meekneſs, ſeeking by all good 
ways and means to gain and 
vin them over to our Commu— 
nion. More eſpecially, that they 
have a very tender regard to our 
| Brethren, the PROTEST ANT 
DISS ENTERS: That, upon 
| Occaſion offered, they Vifit them 
at their Houſes, and Receive them 
kindly at their own, and treat 
| them fairly wherever they meet 
them ; perſwading them, if it 
may be, to a full Compliance with 
our Church, or at the leaſt, that 


| whereunto We have already attain- 


ed, We may all walk by the ſame 


| Rule, and mind the ſame Thing. 


And, in order hereunto, That 
they take all Opportunities of 
Aſſuring and Convincing them, 
that the Biſbops of this Church 
it are really. and ſincerely Irrecon- 


| cileable 
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citable Enemies to the Errors, 
SuperStittons, Idolatries, and Hran- 
nies of the Church of Rome; 
and that the very unkind Jea- N 
loufies which ſome have had of 
us to the contrary, were alto-P- 
_ gether Groundleſs. And, in the 
laſt place, That they warmly and 
moſt affectionately Exhort them 
to join with us in daily fervent 
Prayer to the God of Peace, for 
an Univerſal Bleſſed Union of all 
Reformed Churches, both at home 
and abroad, againſt our Common E: 
nemies; and that all they who 
do Confeſs the Holy Name off 
our dear Lord, _ do agree 
in the truth of his Holy Word 
may alſo meet in one Holy Com- 


munion, and live in perfect Univ 
and Godly Love. 
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[i T Succeſſors treated, or rather perſe- j;) 
cuted, as Enemies and Betrayers en. 
5 only for purſuing 
# thoſe Directions; 

Crime, but the endeavouring to cul- 
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THESE Directions were 


liſhed by that Learned Prelate, 


x few ee before the Sosse 5 
happen d, and were the very laſt that 


the Biſhops and Clergy + bis Pro- 
vince received from him. And yet 
how unbumanly were his two Great 


of the Church, 
having no other 


tivate a good underſtanding among 


? ProteStants at home and abroad, as 
| the only means, under God, to ſap- | 
England and 


L 


port the Church of 
the whole Prote tant Intereſt, againſt 
the Deſigns and Attempts of Po- 


pery. And it is not eaſy to conceive, 
wh 'y a Direction which was eſteem 4 
8 o 


" 
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4 Archi 


| was TH. 


niſon. 
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. ſeaſonable and neceſſary juſt be- 
fore the Revolution, ſhould imme- 
diately after it and ever ſince, be. 
deem d not only Uſeleſs, but De- 
ſtructive. In truth, no account can 

be given of a Prejudice ſo ſtrong and] 
ſudden, and taken up at ſo critical hi 

a Time, but, That the purſuing ſuch . 
Directions after the Revolution, 

141 had too plain 4 tendency to ſtrength- ? 
||} en a Government, which Men did fry 
. not like. For, to ſay that a Deſign, En 
4 in it ſelf fo Pious and Chri tian, was (ti 
Wn not to be attempted without undermi- Ft! 
ning and endangering the Church] 
of England, is a Reproach which 
our Church has not deſeru d; eſpeci- 
ally from their hands, who affect to uf 
diftinguifh themſelves by a peculiar anc 
Zeal for its bono, Pe 
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be- | 
me- 1 was evidently with an eye to 
be that great Deſign, and to thoſe Re- 

De- proaches with which it was loaded by 

can Enemies of the Government, that a 

and Flearned and eminent * Divine thought. * 2x. 
tical Fhimſelf obliged to do justice to the in tis Sr. 
ſuch Memory of Archbiſhop TILL OT- Tab fg. 
ion, x O N, immediately after his Death. Mary. 
gth-¶ Speaking of the Zeal of Queen Ma- 

did Fry for Religion, and the Church of 
ſign, England, he adds, I have reaſon 
was to ſay this, from the frequent In- 
rmi-Itimations 1 have had from our 
urch Pate admirable + Primate, who had Al. 
phich great Deſigns himſelf to ſerve the?" 
ſpeci · [Chriſtian Religion, and the Church 
＋ to of England, in it's trueſt Intereſts ; 
uliar and had inſpired their Majeſties, 
fund particularly the Queen, with 

the ſame great and pious De- 

7 hens, It may be, no Churchman 
2; ay ever 


— 


— 


xXii The PREFACE. 
i | | ever - had, 1 am ſure not mond N 8 f 
|; deſervedly, a greater Intereſt is th. 
1 his Prince's favour; and the greif he, 
1 uſe he made of it, was to dit 
publick Service to Religion, and hi, 
whatever ſome Men might Sulf 5 
pect, to the Church of England; , 
5 though it may be not t perfect Un 
N in their way. 7 
It G0 
1000 THE ſame 8 were u col 
nll - dergone, in the ſelf ſame Cauſe, by hilf pre 
IM! Wiſe and Great Succeſſor, Archbiſ Ce 
TENISON ; of whom I can il 
| with the greateſt Juſtice, upon ti 
1/8 experience and obſervation of alm 
1 twenty Tears, in which I had the happif 
1 neſs to attend him, That the Church 
. England never bad a better or true. 
10 Friend, And tho it was bis misfi 


tune, 4s it had been his Predeceſſor' 
to be cenſur'd and revil'd as an En 
- 
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5 to the Church, for not ſerving it 
mom n the way that ſome Men liked 
ft i that is, by diſſerving the Govern- 
greif gent, and disjointing the Proteſtant 
0 d ntereſt,) yet, in reality, never was any 


and hing more truly ſaid, than what that 
Sulf pious and good Man * deliver d, as * i bi 


gland "A were with bis dying den th - I * | 


fecil zn the ſafe Communion of the 
church of England, in which, by 
{God's bleſſing, I have always liv d; 
re ul conſtantly endeavouring to Im- 
, by prove, but never to Injure, it's 
hbbi/hConſtitution. = 
an ſo EL 
on ti 
alm 
baff 
urch 
true 
mis fa 
ceſſor' f 
n En 
Fl | 
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AGAINST 


The Aſperſing of Fainen, 


and their Adminiſtration. 8 
. FR 
ACTS xxiii. 5. 


—— It is written, Thou ſhalt not 
| foe evil of the Ruler of my People. 


HES E Words were ſpoken 

by St. Paul, while he ſtood 
* the Council of the 
Feu; and they are cited out x,,q v4; 
— of that Body of Laws, which 28. 
God deliver'd to the bc by the W 
| O 


1 


2 


2 


Ads xxiii, Conſcience, Men and Brethren (ſays he) 
I have liv'd in all Good Conſcience before] 


1. 


. 


| Fer. 5. 


feſſion of the Integrity of his Heart and 


God until this day : And altho? it was very 
juſt and natural for one ſo maliciouſſy ac. regaré 
cus'd, to make this profeſſion of his Inno. 


cence, yet it gave great offence to the 


High-Prieſt, inſomuch that he commanded 


Paul to charge him with Hypocriſie, for fit- 


human account to be juſtify'd, or at lea 
excus'd, upon a Provocation thus great and 
ſurprizing. But ſo far was St. Paul from 


vindicating his Behaviour, that, being put 


in mind that it was the Supreme Magi. 
ſtrate of whom he had ſaid this, he pre. 


ſently revoked it, and condemn'd himſel 


by the expreſs Words of the Law, Thou 
ſhalt not ſpeak Evil of the Ruler of thy Pei 
ple Not only To the Ruler, as if the 
Crime had conſiſted in reviling him 79 6» 


Face 
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of Moſes. The occafion of St. Paul's u. 
ſing them, was this: At his firſt appearance 


before the Council, he made a ſolemn pro-] him; 


| rence 
Admi 
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Face : 
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meant 


leſs ar 
bidde. 


him to be ſmitten on the mouth. This un- 
juſt and opprobrious Uſage provok d St. 
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gree, 
ſtrate 
; : Title 
ting there to judge him after tbe Lam, and than 
yet commanding him to be ſmitten contra] plain 
to the Law, Which Charge was in 1 
ſelf undoubtedly true; and as to the Free. 


dom and Severity of it, that might ſeem 11 


was, 
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Face; but thou ſhalt not ſpeak Evil Of I him, 
thou ſhalt not cenſure, expoſe, or vilify 
him ; but thou ſhalt preſerve a juſt Keve- 
andÞ rence to his Perſon, his Authority, 


'Ad miniſtration, 


leſs and unjuſt - 
bidden towards all Men, of what rank, de- 


gree, or quality ſoever and the Mag 1- 


St. ſtrate could not be ſuppos'd to have 28 


Title to the Benefit of that Prohibition, 
than the reſt of Mankind: ) But the 


7% plain meaning and deſign of the Precept, 


n is was, to guard the Perſons and Authority 
| of Princes from the Inſults of Licentious 


| Tongues ; which weaken their Authority, 


| Princes ad their Adminiſtration. 


and 


For it is plain, that the Evil-ſpeaking or 


Cenſuring which God there forbids with 
a0. regard to the Supreme Magiſtrate, is not 
no. 


the! 


meant barely of ſuch Cenſures as are ground- 
(theſe were generally for- 


and diſable them from anſwering the Ends 


of Government; 3 and to which, notwith- 
ſtinding, there is ſuch a perverſe Prone- 


neſs in Human Nature. And altho' this 
| reſtleſs and ſeditious Spirit has, no doubt, 
been working more or leſs in all Ages; yet 
| perhaps there was never any Age, wherein 
it has retgrd with greater Malignity, r 
| with leſs Reaſon, than in ours. 

Which being a Practice no leſs contrary 
| to the Laws of God, than Man ; it may 
B 2 „ 
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be juſtly expected, that the Miniſters 


of God ſhould do their part towards the] 


Suppreſſing it, by ſhowing how inconſiſtent 
it is with the Duty of a Cbriſtian Subject. 


and the rather, becauſe theſe Cenſures are 
generally utter'd under ſuch Diſguiſes, and 
_ diſperſed with fo much Cunning and Secre. 


Cy, as not to be eaſily brought within the 
reach of Human Laws, and fo are under 
no Reſtraints, but thoſe of Reaſon and 


Conſcience, 


| Taking the Words therefore in their 
moſt obvious and natural Senſe, and by 


| ſpeaking Evil of the Ruler of the People, 


underſtanding the malicious Cenſures and 


Vauggeſtions of Subjects againſt the Perſon 


and Adminiſtration of their Prince; I will 


fhow the great Evil of that Practice, 


I. Init ſelf; as it is contrary to Reaſon, 


Religion, and the avow'd Doctrine of the 


Church of England. 


IT. In its Cauſes and Conſequences ; as 
it generally ſprings from Envy, Ambition, 
or Intereſt ; and tends to weaken and un- 
hinge the Government of Church and 


State. 


1. This Practice is contrary to Reaſon, 
as it inverts the natural Courſe and Order 
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vate Subject may take upon him at 


| 
of things : according to which, the Prince, 
eas the Fountain of Authority, is to derive 


Princes and their Adminiſtration. 


| 


AAS 


Juſtice and Judgment to his Subjects by the 


bands of his Miniſters, But if every pri- 


plea- 


ſure to be a Judge of the publick Admini- 
tration, and to vent his Cenſures at eve- 
ry turn upon the Conduct and Behaviour 
of his lawful Superiours ; this is to erect 
à new Court of Judicature, and, inſtead 
of receiving Juſtice from the hands of the 
Prince, it is in effect to paſs Sentence upon 
him. And not only ſo ; but it is a Sen- 
| tence of the unfaireſt and moſt unequita- 
ble kind, as it comes from Perſons whoſe 
| Condition ſets them at too great a diſtance 
from the Springs of Government, to be 
rightly inſtructed in Facts and Circumſtan- 
ces, and much leſs to enter into the Regq- 
ſon and Foundation of publick Counſels. 

Nor is this the worſt, That they take upon 
them to paſs Judgment under that impoſſi- 


bility of knowing the Cauſe, and under a 


'teceſſity thereupon of Judging amiſs if 
they will Judge at all ; but this Ignorance 
of the Truth, makes them liable to be miſled 
into all the falſe Opinions of Things and 
Perſons, that are induſtriouſly fram'd and 
inſinuated by deſigning Men: Who being 


pnealy to ſee others in Favour or Autho- 
__riky, 


# 
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rity, do firſt conſider what kind of Suge. | 
ſtions may moſt weaken and perplex the! 
preſent Adminiſtration, and then infuſe 
them into thoſe buſie Heads, as the moſtÞ . ©? 
proper Inſtruments of their Ambition, A. Static 

public 
They therefore whom the Providence off ter . 
God has plac'd in private Stations, if they ledge 
will act a wiſe and reaſonable part, ought 


to be very ſparing and tender in their Jude.| 


varice, or Revenge. 


ment upon publick Affairs . ef pecially, on! 
the Cenſuring 
They ſhould confider how weak and fooliſh | 


a thing it is, to talk without Knowledge weig 


to judge without Examination, to be ver lick 
confident upon very ſlight grounds, and to 
be Slaves to the Intereſt and Ambition «ff 


more deſigning Heads. And the natural 


Reſolution hereupon, is, to leave the Mea. 
{ares and Counſels of State to the cogni. 


which 
lick A 
ought 


and Uncharitable fide] did It 


ſtrati 


v hic 


g ſee, 1 
and! 


one 


- Unavi 


Innocence are not ſufficient to protect Per 


zance of their proper Court; and, inſteal And 


of ſwallowing and ſpreading Reports to the ſhoul 


diſadvantage of our Superiours, to be ven ray 
wary how we believe or divulge them: be- uct, 
cauſe on one hand, the Truth of ſuch Mat arty 
ters muſt be to us uncertain ; and on the 15901 
other hand, we know this to be a moſt cer ume 
rain Truth, that the greateſt degrees ol ny 
| lity « 


ſons 
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ſons in Favour and Authority, from the 
thel Slanders of an envious and malicious 

| World. | | 8 
ao As to Others, who are plac'd in bigber 
A. J Stations, and have a nearer view of the 

publick Management; they are indeed bet- 
e o ter qualify'd to judge, in point of Know- 


hey ledge but then the ſame Opportunities 
wh which make them more Knowing in pub= 


lick Affairs, ſhow them many things which 
oof ought to make them more Fair and Can- 
ſide] did in their Judgment upon the Admini- 
„lil ſtration. They know, what a large and 
{ weighty Task the Concerns of the Pub- 
lick are ; how. many Difficulties ariſe, 


n of | {ce, nor the greateſt Diligence ſurmount ; 


* 


ura and how even the Cure of ſome Evils on 


„ea one hand, may be oft- times attended with 


gi unavoidable Inconveniences on another. 
ea And they who know and ſee theſe things, 
„the {hould be ſo far from being the #:/? in 


ven Cenſuring and Accuſing the publick Con- 


be. duct, that they ought in Reaſon and E- 
Ma: 4uity to be the Correctors of others, whoſe 
tel snorance of theſe Matters ſhall at any 
cer time betray them into too much Freedom 


es e and Severity. Eſpecially, when they know 
pa further, how much the Peace and Tranqui- 
on lity of Kingdoms is diſturb'd by ſuch un- 


reaſonable 


d to | which the wiſeſt Counſels could not fore- 
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reaſonable Jealouſies; and yet how uſual 


it is with Men of corrupt Principles, to ſe 


them afoot, and Sacrifice the Publick Peace 


to their own Ambition and Reſentment. 


Could ſuch Men, as they are Subject, 
be perſwaded to judge of their Behaviour 
towards their Prince, by the Thought 


which they would have of the like Treat. 
ment from their own Servants ; this Com. 
pariſon would let them ſee, how unjuſt 
and unreaſonable they are. They obſerve, ſ 
it may be, the Fidelity and Abilities of 
one particular Servant, and diſtinguiſh him] 
{ame 
more 
a nearer Truſt and Confidence in the ma · ] for tl 
nagement of their Affairs. This is no 


ſooner done, but the Eyes of the reſt are] ſerve 


[| Pr a & 


by ſome remarkable Inſtances of their Fa- 
vour and Countenance, and admit him to 


evil towards bim, becauſe his Maſter's 5 


good ne is cenſur'd and afpers'd, for no 
other reaſon but becauſe his Maſter is do 
than 
him ; and he is openly declar'd unfit to 
continue in a Station, for which his Ma-! 
ſter in the choice has pronounc'd him the ces 
fitteſt Perſon under his Government. Di- uct 


ſturbances of this kind, I doubt not, do Þ 


pleas'd to think kindly and favourably of 


frequently happen in larger Families ; but Þ F 
are 
fine 


ſurely the Maſter thinks himſelf very un- 
dutifully ſerv'd by the Promoters of them, 
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and reckons their Behaviour, a Breach of 
this Authority, and a Reflection upon his 


Judgment 3 an unreaſonable Interruption to 


the Peace of his Family, and an unhappy 
Acceſſion to his other Cares and Difficul- 
ties in the Government of it. . 
Now, it is the eternal Law of Rexſon 
and Equity, That every Man do, as be 
would be done by; and if reſtleſs and am- Mat. vii. 
bitious Spirits would in their own thoughts 
transfer this Domeſtick Scene to the Civil 
Government, they would fee how unwor- 
thily they treat their Soveraign in the 
ame way ; whoſe Authority is fo much 
more Sacred, and whoſe neceſſary Cares 
for the Publick are too great and nume- 
rous to need ſuch Additions : Not to ob- 
ſerve, that the ill influence of ſuch unquiet 
Practices, is ſo much more fatal and perni- 
cious in the caſe of the Prince, as a King- 
dom is more conſiderable in all reſpects 
than a private Family. 


2. This Freedom in Cenſuring of Prin- 

ces and their Adminiſtration, being ſo 

much againſt Reaſon and Equity, is alſo 
againſt the Chriſtian Religion; one ſpecial 
Precept whereof, purſuant to the belief of ; + vii. 
à Providence, is this, That Every Man con- 24 — 
| fine himſelf in a diet aud peaceable way, 1 Lb. 

| to 


* 


— — 


1 Pet, Iv. 


vidence hath committed to them. 


Every Chriſtian Subject (whether he be! 
high or low, rich or poor_) ought to con- 
tier, before he enters into ſuch Seditious] 
Practices, how expreſly the Scripture has 
euarded the Perſon, Authority, and Ad-] 
minitiration of Princes, from all Invaſion 

Rom, xii, of this kid, They are there declar'd to be 
2. tbe Ordinance of God, and conſequently are | 
to be eſteem'd and regarded as his Vice 
gerents upon earth: A Doctrine, that has 


but 
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2 beſſ iii. to the proper Buſineſs of that Station 
11, 12 wherein the Wiſdom of God hath placd ! 
him: which is the true Foundation of! 
2 Hu ppineſs to Publick Societies, and to! 
Private Perſons too, if they would under. 
and their own Happineſs. They there.] 
fore whom Providence hath plac'd in a4 
Private condition, muſt remember that! 
Cod has aflign'd them Buſineſs of a Private] 
nature: and when they make themſelves * ; 
Judges of the Publick Adminiſtration, and 
are hot and zealous in Matters of Govern.| “ 
ment, they are in that reſpe& Irreligiou, 
by aſſuming an Office to which Providence] 
has no way calPd them: Eſpecially, when] 
they become Parties in the work, and the 
Inſtruments of perplexing and difquietingF 
their lawful Superiours, in the diſchargeſ | 
of that high Truſt which the Divine Pro-] 
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1018: to murmur, repine, or be uneaſy to Govern- 


has ment, if his Advice happen not to be askt, 
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| but little Influence upon thoſe, who are 
| ready to repay every little diſobligation, 
with unworthy Reflections upon the Perton 
and Conduct of their Prince. 

Again, The Tribute which the Scripture 
aſſigns them, 
from their Subj es ; but it is very il! 
by factious n diſcontented Men, who ſet 
tele to vilify the Wiſdom, Counſels, 
and Adiioifiverion of Princes, on pur— 
poſe to make them mean and contempti- 
ble in the Eyes of their People. 

Further, The Laws of God and Man have 
made the Prince the Fountain of Power 
and Authority ; and in what Chanels ir 
ſhall flow, or by whoſe Counſel and Af. 
ſiſtance it ſhall be adminiſter'd, is left to 
Royal Wiſdom and Diſcretion, within the 
Nor is it only the 


his Advice and Aſliſtance, when he is cal 


or not to be taken ; nay, to rejoyce hear. 


Publick, to what Hands or Heads ſoe ver 
Which Branch of the Duty 


of a Chriſtian Subject, ſeems now a-days 


he to be forgotten by too many; 


buf 


who valu- 


C 2 ing 


is Hongur and Rever:nce ; Pet, ii. 
paid 7: 
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2 Pet. ii. 
3 
Jude, viii. 


ing their own Wiſdom above that of their I: 
Prince, reckon it a juſt Occaſion of Diſ. F ? 
ouſt and Reſentment, if he employ not! 
the very Perſons they would name, or think þ 
that the Publick can proſper in any other! 
way, than that they would direct 5 and! 
who extenuate the Succeſs, and rejoyce in! 
the Diſappointment, of publick Counſels þ 'C 
and Deſigns, for no other Reaſon but be. | f 
cauſe they are not the Fruits of their on] 


Adminiſtration” _ 

This 1s that Unchriſtian Spirit, which 
St. Peter and St. Jud 
they ſpeak of ſome in their own days, who 


were Preſumptuous and Self-wilPd, and 
thereupon deſpis'd Government, and were! 


not afraid to ſpeak Evil of Dignities. And 


the Scripture has ſufficiently declar'd the 


Numb. 
xvi. 


diſpleaſure of God againſt all ſuch Practi- 


ces, in the terrible end of Corab and his 


Company, who murmur'd againſt Ae 
and Aaron (the Servants. and Miniſters of 


God) as having an exorbitant Authority; 


and of Abſalom, who flole away the Heart. 
of the People, by inſinuating the Male-Ad- 


miniſtration of his Father's Government, 


and the great Happineſs they would enjoy, 


2 Sam. 


Xii. 23. 


his Hands ; 


if the publick Management were put into 


ſuch a high Conceit of his own Wiſdom 


and 


Jude reprove, when 
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and Abilities, that he could not bear to 


ſee any other Counſellour prefer'd before 
him. oe 


Nor doth the Scripture only warn us, by 


Precepts and Examples, againſt ſuch urdu- 
tiful Eractices, but alſo requires every Chri- 
ſtian Subject to abſtain from them ous of 
| . | | Rom 
Conſcience. And yet they, who aſperſe ;. 
and perplex the Adminiſtration of Princes, 1 Pet. ii. 
ſo far as they may with Impunity, give the 2} 
cleareſt Proof they can, that it is not Con- 
ſcience, but the Fear of Puniſhment, which 
reſtrains them from higher Provocations 
and more open Acts of Sedition and Ho- 
Julity. 


Purſuant to this Obligation of Conſci- 


Lives in all Godlin:fs and Hineſty. But it 


1s not likely, that any who have an envi- 


ous Eye upon the Counſellours, as poſleſs'd 
of too much Favour and Power already, 
will pray heartily for the Succeſs of the 
Counſels, to raiſe their Credit and Autho- 
1 rity 


Y® 


ence, and with regard to the mighty Diffi- 

culties attending the publick Adminiſtra- 
tion, and the general Influence it has upon 
Church and State; the Scripture further 
enjoyns us to Pray for Kings and all that 2 Tim. i. 
are in Authority, that, by the Bleſſing of * 
J God upon their Counſels and Underta- 
kings, we may lead quiet and peaceable 


XIII. 


Jude viii. 
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of God or Man, are further enſur'd and 


be eaſily ſeen by all, but it muſt be mos 


Ek 
rity higher. And yet, as many as prq bther 
not heartily for the Proſperity of public Þ Plent!! 
Counſels and Deſigns, and much more Þ age o 
they who ſet themſelves to perplex and! 


of Scripture, Diſobedient to God, and E.] Fes an 
nemies to the publick Peace and Proſperity} 3 
J 4 Kontra 
To this Article, of the Oppoſition of ſuch} Cel 
Practices to Religion, I will add but one any or 
thing more; That whatever Inſtances off geal, 
Duty are requir'd of Subjects by the Laus 0 Re 


confirm'd to Princes, by a ſolemn Promiſe] 
and Engagement upon Oath, to be aidingÞ 
and aſſiſting to them. With what hone 


 fty and integrity this Oath is taken, mul Put to 


be left to every Man's Conſcience in thÞ 
fight of God ; but how little it is regard. Other | 


cd by thoſe, who ftrive to make themſelveſ do gair 
_ conſiderable by Oppoſing and Dividing, * H 
; 8 


and care not what injury they do the Pub 25 
lick, if they can diſable the Perſons in Au“, 


thority from Adminiſtring with Eaſe and gveaker 


Succefs; how little, I ſay, ſuch Men ref 7/01: 


gard that ſolemn Oath of Fidelity, oy . 1777 


ſenſibly underſtood, on one hand, by thIF7 the 


Prince, who feels the daily Difficulties au lining 
ling from ſuch Obſtructions, and on J per of 
ns „ N 5190 
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P | Ther hand, by the common Enemy, who 
ick plentifully reaps the Benefit and Advan- 
re | $age of them. ns 
md! 


in 3. This Freedom in Cenſuring of Prin- 
in Es to Reaſon and Religion, is alſo 

kontrary to the avow'd Doctrine of the 
och Cburcb of England; which has not claim'd 
one any one mark of Diſtinction with greater 
o eal, than that of a Reverent and Religi- 
aus dus Regard to Authority. She has always 
aua taught her Sons, to conſider Princes as 


miſe} the Ordinance of God, and thereupon to 


—— 


ding | 
One- ? 
mull Put to propagate a juſt and Honourable 


the Opinion of their Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and 


ard. ther Royal Virtues : And this, in order 


elvel do gain and preſerve to them the Love 


Jing and Honour of their People, and by that 
pub means to confirm and eſtabliſh their Au- 
Ar bority, which will always be more or leſs 
aul eaken'd by every reflection upon their 
n re. Helſons. And therefore that Seditious Di- 


may . inction between the P erſon and Authori- | 


wolf ef the Prince, has been ever condemn'd 


1 


Þuining of Government, and the Forerun- 


Per of Rebellion. 


es and their Adminiſtration, which is ſo 


feckon their Perſons Sacred, and not on- 
Jy to ſpeak of them with great Reverence, 


by the Church of England, as an under- 


And 


— 


— 


gl 
4% 
4 
"# 
li! 
þ 
i} 
bY 
| 
1 | 
19 
| 
17 
N 
** 
. 
1 
15 


* - — - - 
— ES Retr 


; r 


Ot —— i 


„% ˙ Xa ooo er: eg 


1 — ht 


n. ac — 
———— — —— - — 
re * 


—_— - 
— - 


miſcarriages. | 


Proceedings are maliciouſly repreſented uſt 
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And next to the Honour due to the Pe. tre at 


ſons of Princes; our Church has ever in Inore 


culcated a ſuitable reſpect to their Ad. with 
niftration, or a great confidence in theiſ gence 
Wiſdom and Juſtice, for the choice of ſud the C. 


meaſures as may moſt effectually promo for 


the general good of their People: Forbid Pious 
ding the raſh Judgments of Private Sub Enem 
jets upon Publick Perſons and AfﬀairÞ 
and warning us to be cautious how u, 
liſten to Suggeſtions againſt thoſe in Au 
thority, and teaching us, in conſideration 
of the great difficulty of the work, to mak 
Juſt allowances for unavoidable {lips ani 


The Laws, it is true, make a great di 
ference between a Prince and his Miniſters 
in the Charge or Imputation of Miſmanage 
ment: Bur as it is a manifeſt HardſhiÞ 
upon the Miniſters of a Prince, when the 


the utmoſt diſadvantage ; ſo the Writen| 
of our Church have wiſely obſerv'd, th 
every ſuch Repreſentation is a real Wound 
to the Honour of the Prince himſelf 
inſinuat ing, that he is either Weak in nf 
ſeeing their Faults, or Wicked in permit 
ting them. Thus, all Slanders caft upon th 
Miniſtry, do really end in the Diſhonou 
of the Prince ; upon whom therefore th 
1 5 a 
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ol ! re at beſt a very great Hardſhip, and the 


in. more dangerous, as being always diſguis'd 


In. with large Profeſſions of Duty and Reve- 
heul Fence to their Perſon. A Practice, which 


fuck 
note if for no other reaſon, for the ſake of that 
bin Pious Prince King Charles the Firſt ; whoſe 
Sub Enemies, we have been often told, took 


airs all occaſions to expreſs the higheſt regard 


ui to his Perſon, becauſe they found, that 


Au the aſperſing his Miniſters would do their 
atiu work, and make Him and his Government 
make ſufficlently odious among the People. 
an The Loyalty of the Church of England, 
being grounded upon a conſcientious re- 
t dii gard to the Perſon, Authority, and Admi- 
ſterz 1 of the Prince; has another ex- 
nage 
hn which is, to be Fixt and Lafting; not to 
theiſ riſe and fall with the Favour of the Court, 
ted ij 


tha ſerve the ſame Perſon extolling or deba- 
„our ug his Soveraign, according to the Smiles 
nſelf or Frowns of the Court; one while ſup- 
n raf porting Prerogative, and then again inkive 
ermitÞ1t ; at one time ſtudying to make the Ad- 
on ti miniſtration eaſy, at another time obſtru- 
zonouf ding and perplexing it; we may be ſure, 


re theſWfuch a Man has not the true Spirit of the 
D Church 


ar 


the Church of England can never approve, 


ſcellent quality reſulting from thence, 


with which as it does nor begin, fo neither 
riteg vill it end. And therefore, when we ob- 
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Church of England, which adts upon a1 
higher and more noble Principle than Hu. 
mour or Intereſt, and needs not to be 57. 
bed or conrted into Loyalty. x 
Our Saviour us'd an Expoſtulation wich!“ 
ſome of the ewe, which may be very well!? 
apply'd to the Caſe before us: IF ye lu 
them which love yon, what Thanks or Me. f 
rit have ye ? For Sinners alſo love tho 
that love them, Men of the moſt Seditiouu 
Tewpers will be very civil and obliging tf 
F whic 
them 


Government, as long as they are cherifh' 
and encourag'd by it: and therefore they 
who would be thought Loyal oz of Con. 
ſcience, or, in other words, according u 
the Church of England Doctrine, mult go 
a great deal further ; that is, in the poin 


of Favour and Advancement, they muſ 
acquieſce in the Wifdom of their Sove- 


raign, and, having always their Duty ani 


the Good of the Publick next their Hearts 
they muſt continue the ſame Tendernel| 
for the Honour, and the ſame Zeal in the 


Service of their Prince, under all Circum: 
ſtances and in all Conditions. And « 
many as call themſelves Members of the 
Church of England, and yet act contrary to 
this Principle, do not only ſo far ceaſe tobe 


true Members of that Church, but give he 
Adverſaries an Opportunity of Reproxci 
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la- equally built upon the ſandy Foundations 
i of Intereſt, Humour, and Ambition. 

But againſt that Truſt and Confidence 
vin! in the Wiſdom of the Prince, it has al- 
vel ways been objected by the Enemies of Re- 


le gal Government, that we cannot have too 


Me. ſtrict an Eye towards the Adminiſtration, 
boſe upon which the Good of the Community 
mn ſo much depends. Nor did the Church of 
go England ever plead, that the Relation 
Iba which Miniſters bear to their Prince, ſets 
them above the reach of Juitice : ſhe only 


Relation muſt be criminal, that at leaſt 
they may be Try'd and Convicted by Law 
f and not by Clamour ; before their proper 
Judges, and not before the unthiuking Mul- 


Hearing, and not by ſecret Slanders and 


and not upon the Suggeſtions or Inſinua- 
tions of deſigning Men, As we find the 
method of Proceeding directed by Moſes, 
in the caſe of Idolatry: Thon ſhalt en- 


Ely; and behold if it be Truth, and the 
© thing certain, then, and not before, the 
Sentence of Condemnation was to paſe. 
F D 2 And 


na ing her, as if Her Loyalty and Theirs were 


deſires, that they may not ſuffer purely for 
the ſake of that Relation, or, if ſuch a 


© titude ; by a plain Accuſation and a fair 
# Whiſperings ; upon clear and evident Proof, 


Deut. XL, 


quire, and make ſearch, and ask diligent- 
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And the Writers of our Church, in pre. 
| ſeribing the like Caution before we con. 
demn publick Perſons and Actions, con. 
der wiſely, that Poſts of Honour and Fx. 
vour are always the Marks of Envy, 
and that Envy is the Mother of Slander 
and Calumny ; under which Head there. 
fore, all Inſinuations of that kind ought 
in Equity to be rank'd, till they appear 
upon good Authority to be True, 
_ Particularly, when Deſigns are preten- 
ded againſt the very Conſtitution ; 1t ought 
to ſeem incredible that ſuch Changes ſhould 
be meditated by Perſons who were never 
fiſpected of the leaſt Diſaffection to tt, 
and who have nothing but that Conſtity. 
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tion, to protect their own Rights, Liber. 

ties, and Religion, Men may differ in 

their Judgments, concerning the heft and 

moſt proper Methods for the prefervationÞ 

of Church or State in this or that juncture; 

but when either of theſe is really in danger 

from the Prince and the Adminiſtration, 

the Alarm will be general, becauſe the 

Concern is fo too: as we found it in a re. 

* Xing markable manner, upon the * late attempt. 


James II. to introduce Popery. And therefore, when vi 


Dangerous Deſigns are charg'd upon the 
Prince and the Miniſtry by Perſons evi 
dently diſguſted ; when ſuch Deſigns ar 

| direct 


* 
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pr. | Fredy contrary to the Education and 


on : Profeſſion both of Prince and Miniſters; 
nf. hen no Danger is ſuſpected by very great 
Fa-. pumbers of Men, whoſe Stations enable 
wy, them to ſee, and whoſe Principle and In- 
ider tereſt oblige them · to prevent it; and, above 
ere ell, when they who proclaim the Danger, 


10htÞ will not allow of any poſſible Remedy, but 


pearſÞ . own Advancement to Places of Ho- 
pour and Profit: In this caſe, every Sub- 


ten. ect who will conſider and judge imparti- 


vehtÞelly, muſt ſee the Foundation and Ten- 
oullÞ fene) of ſuch Slanders, and wonder how 
xeverſÞ Men can pretend to preſerve the Church of 
o it England, by Methods ſo directly contrary 
tity. to the Spirit and Doctrine of it, not to 
iber ſay, Methods which are a Scandal and Re- 
| 33 to it. 

Thus far we have ſeen, that this Free- 
dom in Cenſuring Princes and their Ad- 
Ininiſtration, is a very great Evil In it 
' ſeh, as it is contrary to Reaſon, Religion, 

und the avow'd Doctrine of the Church of 
( land. 

. I will proceed to ſay ſomething very 


* 1efly, to the ſecond General I propos d, 
wiz, 


II. The further Evil of has PraRice, in 
bits ſes, and ä For by the 
eſtabliſh d 
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ps 


upon any Meaſures (even tho' in the ri 
Nature ever ſo Innocent) to examine hiſt 
own Heart, as to the Integrity of his I 
tentions and Deſgns; and, weighing well 
the natural Tendency of ſuch Me 
ſures, to give himſelf a moral Afſurancſ{hat | 


Cenſuring of Government, are general [ 


for the Publick Good, and an Abhorrenc 
of the Meaſures and Deſigns of the preſenÞ 


to protect the People from ſome terribl 


favourable to Greatneſs, and very Jealouſ 


_ eftabliſh'd Rules of Morality and Reliyi | power 


on, every Practice that is Evil in it ſe en, 


becomes much more ſo, by proceeding front Worl 


unjuſt or unworthy Motives, and by be. Pod 


ing the immediate Cauſe of ſome parti krets | 
cular Miſchiefs. And therefore every Mu thing 


is bound in Conſcience, before he ente 


that they ſhall work no Miſchief in th proce 


Een 1 11 
Now, the pretended Motives to the to ha- 


the ſame in all Ages ; a mighty Concern 


Adminiſtration, with a ſpecious Reſolution 


danger that is coming upon them. And 
theſe, without doubt, are excellently ca 
culated for the ends of Ambition and Popul 
larity ; the Multitude being naturally un 


of their Superiours, and apt to declart 
Men Patriots from their Zeal and Clamou. 
againſt the Perſons in Authority. * 1 

N 2 nov 


Succeſs and Proſperity of other Men; eſ- 
pecially, when they are rais'd above the 
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n, and bring about the Deſigns of this 
orld, they cannot deceive Almighty 
od ; who, ſeeing the moſt inward Se- 


rets of our Breaſts, requires that in every 
hing we do, the Heart be upright and 
N — and that all its Counſels and Con- 
trivances be grounded upon worthy Mo- 
\ es and directed to juſt and Honourable = 
Euds. And therefore all] Perſons who would 
Eppprove themſelves true Chriſtian Subjects 
Ja the Eyes of God, ought to be very ſure, 
that their Zeal againſt the Adminiſtration 
proceeds not from certain Selfiſh and Wick- 
ed Motives, which are generally ſuppos d 
to have a mighty Influence upon the Minds 
a,, 


1. Envy: which is a repining at the 


common level, and diſtinguiſh'd by ſpecial 
marks of Favour and Honour from their 
Prince. This is a fight very offenſive to an 
envious Mind ; which revenges it ſelf up- 
on the Perſon Advanc'd, and the Author of 
the Advancement, in ſpiteful Reflections 


vpon the Abilities of the firſt, and the 


Judgment of the ſecond. It is this Spirit, 
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reſtraints of Religion, will naturally rail 


| Merits overlook'd, and others whom the 7 


they deſire in the Eſteem of their Prince 


ſerable State of things under the preſenMi 


fo much TE Py Perſons of a Higher 


vulges Faults where they are, and in ven 2 and | 
them where they are not ; for Envy, very 


may be ſure, can never reſf. till it has M pend⸗ 


ni{h'd that unpardonable Crime of being upon 
favour'd and diſtinguiſh'd by the Prince. extre 

2. Pride and Ambition : the firſt, a 
immoderate Opinion of Men's own Abi 
lities 3 the ſecond, as immoderate a defirſ 
to ſee them valu 4 and regarded by others | 
And theſe two, when they are under 1 1 


a mighty Uneaſineſs and Indignation in | 
the Minds of ſuch Men, to find their oui int 


had ſet ſo much lower in point of Abi ; 
ties, eſteem'd and advanc'd above them raiſe 
And when they cannot be fo conſiderable x 


they preſently betake themſelves 10 th ; 
People; into whom they inſinuate the mi Cenſi 


Conduct, the neceſſity of putting a ſpeedy 
ſtop to the Miſchiefs hanging over thei 
Heads, and, as the end of all, how happ | 


it would be for Church and State, if them ture « 


ſelves might be admitted into a ſhare of 
the blick Counſels. ; 
3. Intereſt : which may not pan I 


"and 
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and more Honourable Rank, but works 
very powerfully upon many of their. De- 
pendants ; who having built their Hopes 
upon the Favour of particular Perſons, are 
extreamly eager to ſee them in Places of 
„ a Truſt and Authority, and, for that ſingle 
Abi reaſon, become utter Enemies to all who 
lefirfare in preſent Poſſeſſion. This Diſpoſiti- 
hers on never fails to make the publick Miſ- 
r uuf managements great and numerous ; nor 


raiq tan Men under ſuch prejudices, ſee any 

Mn ilſ poſſibility but in a change to their o. 
r omhninds, for Church or State to be upon a 
theſß right Foundation ; that is, in truth, a 
Abilr Foundation upon which they may probably 

then{aiſe their own Fortunes. 


ble x 
rince, 
o the 
je mi. 
reſent 
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theilt 
happ 
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lt is to be fear'd, that theſe and the like 
Motives (Envy, Pride, Ambition, and In- 
Wereſt) have generally a greater ſhare in all 
Cenſures upon the Perſons and Adminiſtra- 
tion of Princes, than either a Concern for 
the Publick Good, or any real Fears and 
Apprehenſions of Publick Danger. And 
Wccing theſe are Qualities which the Scrip- 
ture every where Condemns, as utterly de- 
ſtructive of the Chriſtian Spirit; whoever 
Weſires to preſerve ſuch a Spirit, ought to 
xamine his Heart diligently, whether he 
s not govern'd by N in any action of 
SET — 


13ps bt 
Joke 


and 
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his Life, and eſpecially /in a Practice ſo j 
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. 84 

unworthy and undutiful, as that of Cen. and 

ſuring the Conduct and Adminiſtration of han- 

k his Pine yet 


And beſides the Cauſes ; every Subjed jects 
who has a juſt concern for the Public of E 
Good, will conſider the plain and imme. muſ 
diate Conſequences of this Freedom in Cen-. and 
ſuring Authority: I ſay, the plain and and 
immediate Conſequences, ſuch as it natu-Þ* muſ 

rally produces, and ſuch as we know by daih ] Diſt 
Experience to be the ordinary effects oi defe 
it. Becauſe ſuch Conſequences, being ea. mies 
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[| fily foreſeen, are juſtly accounted fo mam Hun 
| Aggravations of the Guilt ; and, being Care 
1 alſo Miſchiefs of a Publick nature and Friei 


influence, are a certain Teſtimony, how li-! 2. 
tle the Peace and Proſperity of a Nation Cent 
are regarded by ſuch Men, in compar on, i 
ſon of their own Intereſts and Reſent-F ons: 
r N ſo mi 

Theſe ill Conſequences are very ob. mous 
vious ; and therefore I need but juſt name and 


them: and! 
| fiden 

1. The firſt is, the daily InterruptionÞ mit 
which it gives to Princes, in their Ende: corry 
vours and Conſultations for the Public: AM 
ner 


Good. The Security of Church and Star 
5 again 


jg" 
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| 5 — 
againſt Foreign Attempts, is a Care great 
and weighty enough, and need not be en- 


yet if Princes have no way to reſtrain Sub- 
biet jects from Oppoſition, but ſpecial marks 
lick of Favour, and if a Favour done to one 

me. muſt be accounted an injury to many more, 
Cen- and tha: Injury a juſt ground of Cenfure 
and and Re ſentinent ; it is plain, that Princes 
"atu-|þ muſt be at greater pains to Cure the ſecret 
daily. Diſtempers of their own Subjects, than to 
ts of | defend themſelves againſt their open Ene. 
g ea: mies; and that they, whoſe unreaſonable 


Dany | Humours do thus divert Princes from the 
being Care of the Publick Safety, can be no true 


and Friends either to Prince or Nation. 


v li 2. Another unhappy Conſequence of 


ati Cenſuring Princes and their Adminiſtrati- 


pati. on, is the breeding of Jealouſies and Diviſi- 


ſent· ¶ ons among the People. Nothing contributes 
ſo much to make a Nation eaſy and unani- 
ob mous in Publick Meaſures, as a general Truſt 
name ] and Confidence in the Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
and Integrity of the Prince ; and that Con- 


4 7 
fidence is not only weaken'd and under- 


ptionÞ miu'd by ſuch undutiful Cenſures, but is 


nde: corrupted by degrees into Fears and Jea- 
Iblich f Jes concerning the Adminiſtration. And 
State when theſe Jealoufies are propagated, and 
gain E 2 | Tootes 


| hand by Domeftick Diſturbances, And | 
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0 rooted in the Minds of Men, they ſug. 
f geſt the very worſt Interpretations upon the 
j Deſigns and Actions of Princes; and theſe 
ö ill Impreſſions make Subjects cold and 
heartleſs in their Service, and oft - time; 
ö open Enemies to their Adminiſtration. B 
| which means, the Promoters of ſuch Je: 
1 louſies do not only become guilty of alte. I pn 
| | . nating the Affections of Subjects from ther 
| | Prince, but, liſting a Party in oppoſition 
| to the Publick Meaſures, they foment 31 
perpetual War in the Bowels of the King -: 
dom. . 
3. But, 3ly, However Injurious ſuch 
Perſons are to their Prince and Country, 
without doubt they are great Bene factor 
to the Common Enemy ; who knows how 
faſt our Diviſions prepare the way for his 
Conqueſts, and feels not a more ſenſible 
Wound from any quarter, than the unani- 
mity of our Counſels and a thorow under. 
ſtanding between Prince and People. 
Whereas, every Diminution of the Prince 
in the eyes of the People, is a proportiona- 
ble Increaſe of the Greatneſs and Power 
of our Enemy; both as it ſinks the Dig · 
nity and Authority of Government, and as 
every degree of uneaſineſs and diſſat isfacti. 
on under a preſent State of * DO 
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eſe altho' the Promoters of ſuch Jealouſies may 
nd poſſibly mean no further Change, than 
their own Advancement ; it ought to be 
Eremember'd, that it is not in their Power, 
o what degrees they ſhall work, when 
once they are infus d into the Heads of the 
Multitude. 


I have finiſh'd the two Points 1 pro- 
pos d, and have ſhown the great Evil of 
Freedom and Licence in Cenſuring the 
Perſons and Adminiſtration of Princes z 


ſer, and Conſequences, 


r his The Sum and Subſtance of all, in order 
ſible N to our Practice, is this: a: 

1an1- | 

nder- 
-ople, {May that dutiful and conſcientious regard 
rince Which Chriſtianity enjoyns, to the Perſon 
jona-· ſnd Authority of our Prince ; and, ſet- 
ower ing aſide Paflion and Prejudice, let us act 
Dig- 
nd as 
facti- 
natu- 
rally 


bo 8 
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ug. ally diſpoſes the Minds of Subjects to 
the think more favourably of a Change. And 


Firft, In it ſel f; and Secondly, In its Ca 


As we are Chriitian Subjects, let Us 


heartily and ſincerely for the Publick good, 
bs we will anſwer it in the preſence of 


N — 
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and repoſe that Truſt and Confidence i 
the Adminiſtration of our Soveraign, which 


and State, deſerve and require at of 


of Principle, and not of Humour or I 


reſt. 


m. But let us joyn heartily in oppoſinſ 


As we are Subjecta to the beſt of Queen | 
let us reſolve to be the beſt of Subje& 


her known Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and e 
emplary Care of the Conſtitution of Chu 


As we are Church of England Subj 
Jet us be the conſtant Examples of Due 
and Decency towards Authority; and de 
monſtrate our Loyalty to be the ei 


Above all; Let none of us, by aſperſinſ 
our Prince and ſowing Jealouſies and Dif 
viſions among the People, behave him{l# 
as if he were a Subjedt of the common EU 


all fuch Unchriſtian Practices, and be 20 
Jous and unantmeus in ſupporting the H 
nour, Authority, and Adminiſtration of 
our Soveraign ; as the only Means (undi 
God) to continue Her a Glorious Prince 
and eur ſelves a Happy People; and i 
only Teſtimony, that we Cordially jo 
„ 5 wil 


U 
25 j 
i 


— . 5 | v © © 0 * 
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with the Church in that excellent Colle&, ji 
teen vn the day of Her Majeſty's Acceſſion to 0 
je& the Throne: 

DP 
whip 
] 
hurd 
t o 


Give us Grace to Obey ber Chear- Service {0 
fully and Willingly for Conſcience %, * 9 
ſake ; that neither our ſinful Paſſions March. "| 
nor our private Intereſts may diſappoint | 
Her Cares for the Publick Good. Let 
Her always poſſeſs the Hearts of the Y 
People; that they may never be want- 4 
ing in Honour to her Perſon, and | 
dutiful Submiſſion to Her Autbority, q 

—— through Jeſus Chrift our Lord. 0 
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J POPERY. 


Hossa Vil. 9. 


TN have de vour d bis Strength, 
and he knoweth it not; yea, Gray 


Jet he knowe th not. 
= N this and the : foregoing Verſes, 
Children of Ephraim, and the 


b mixing with he Heathen Nations. He 
| WE com- 


Nd 
28 77 77 | 


Hairs are here and there upon him, 


the Prophet is ſpeaking of the 


miſerable Condition to which 
they had reduc'd themſelves 
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Bos. iv. 


£3, 
viii. 11. 
Nil. 2. 


complains in the Verſe immediately befor it mo 


the Text, that Ephraim ba mix? d hin. | upon 
ſelf among the People, that ie, among the T 
Ez yptians and Aſſyrians 5 and what this genc 
mixture was, we learn from ſeveral part for t 
of the Prophecy, where they are chars to Pa 
with making Images and Idols, with asking phet 
Counſel at their Stocks, and with making ging 
many Altars to Sin The Egyptians ani 
Aſſprians had taken the Advantage of th God 
Indulgence and Encouragement: which they thoſe 
found among them, and by the beneft e 
of that had entic'd many of the 1ſraelite; pair'c 
to join in their Idolatries. The Miſchieß made 
whereof are expreſs'd in the Text ; the king 
Firſt, that theſe Strangers had devour d found 
the Strength they had, while they conti. into 
nued unanimous in the Worſhip of the thei 


True God ; the Second, that tho' the De. [ If 


for the True Religion, that they were not 


among them, nor of the heavy Calamitis 


cays occaſion'd by theſe Mixtures wen Kinge 
ain, and did as evidently forebode thel dolale 
Ruin as a ſprinkling of Gray-hairs fore. 
tels the Approaches of Old Age; yet, ſud thus x 
was their Stupidity, and their Indifferenc 


at all ſenſible of this growth of Idolatr a 
ſexcee 
it would bring upon their Nation : Strange Jon ha 
bave devour d bis Strengih, and be knowelltheir 

| Cr EE. 


. I. 


5 

NA 
j 
7 A 


fore doms with regard to Poi Idolaters. 


EIS IE? 


it not; yea, Gray Hairs are here and there 
upon him, yet he knoweth not. yes 
The terrible Effects of this their Indul- 
gence to Idolatry, and Unconcern dneſs 
for the Worſhip of God, did not only come 
to paſs as it had been foretold, but the Pro- 
phet himſelf liv'd to ſee it, By encoura- 
ęing the Idolatrous Nat ions to the prejudice 
Hof the True Religion, they had provok'd 
God to Anger againſt them, and by ſuffering 
thoſe Nations to ſeduce ſo many of the Va- 
elites to Idolatry, they had exceedingly im- 
pair'd their own Strength; and fo, having 
made themſelves ripe for Deſtruction, the 
King of Aria, the Rod of God's Anger, 
found thein an eaſie Prey, and carrying them 
into Captivity, placd his own People in 
their ſtead, : 5 
Ü ſhall not draw a Parallel between the 
Kingdom of Iſrael with regard to Pagan I- 
dolaters, and the Condition of theſe 5. 
Zut 
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ſuchſrhus much is certain, That there is a People 


rence 
e Hot 
0latr) 
mities 


anger | 


o wel! 
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among us, whom we juſtly charge with J. 


Lila; That the Liberties they have 


taken for ſome Years paſt, have very much 
exceeded the Bounds which our Conſtituti- 
on has ſet them ; 


Weir Religion, and their Interpoſition in 
Wublick Affairs, have been managd with 
| Wh much 


That the Exerciſe of 
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much greater Boldneſs and Openneſs thin 
our Laws have thought conſiſtent with the 
Safety of Church and State; That the 
Confidence of the Prieſts, in their Attemps 
to ſeduce the Proteſtant Subjects of the 
Realm, has been beyond the Example of for. 
mer Times; That, preſuming upon the Le. 
nity and Tenderneſs of the Government, ſt; 

they have actually perverted many unwary 
and ignorant People; That altho' theſe things Mt 
are clear and certain, tho' theſe Stranger; 
to our Conſtitution go on to affront our 
Laus and devour our Streng th; yet we live 
thoſe among our ſelves, who, like the / 
raelites in the Text, will not know it, but 
on the contrary have taken great pains to 
ſuppreſs the Knowledge of it; nay, have 
been ſo zealous in that Work, as to improve 
any Suggeſtion of the leaſt Miſchief from 
Popery, into a form'd Deſign againſt the 
Conſtitution of our Church. ö 


Things being thus, it may not be unſer i 
ſonable at this time, if from the Words of 
the Text we take occaſion to enquire into 
theſe Three Heads: 


| . Firft, In what reſpects, the Papiſts maj 
be call'd Strangers to us. $f 


Sec ond * 


' e IT p > HEAT -e 20s. © 


of p OPER x. 


he Secondly, In what Inſtances, and by 

the hat Methods, they ſtrengthen and une 

ps ſnemſelves, and in Proportion devour our 
I os. 


Le. Thirdy, How it comes to vals; re bit 
ent, anding all this, that there are too many 
ary among us Who "will not know it Like 
ings he I/raelites in the Text, Altho' Strangers 
zen Vevour our Strength, yet they know it not 3 
our ſand, 15 Gray hairs are bere and there up- 

en us, yer they know it not. 

#/0 

but ‚ I. In what reſpects may the Papiſts be 
s to Nrall'd Strangers to us? And theſe are, In 
ue Religion, In eee and (as a conſe- 


Deſign. 
the They are Strangers to us in Religion. By 
heir [dolatries and Innovations, by pervert- 


ing the Holy Scriptures and raifing their 


1{es {wn Traditions to an equal Authority, they 


s of Wave exceedingly corrupted the Faich and 
Porin of the Goſpel. Their Worſhip is 


itious Rites, in which the true Spirit of 
Devotion is ſwallow'd up and loſt ; they 
we chang'd the Subſtance for the Sha- 
Por, and, contrary to the Apoſtle s Rule, 
nd have 


Fence of theſe two) In Intereſt and 


drer-charg'd with a vaſt variety of ſuper- 
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: The Danger and M hich, 


ted her Worſhip to the Word of God am 0 


ſet np in oppoſition to the Spiritual 6 
vernours of our Church, and acting und 
the immediate Direction and Authority oft 


ftitions and Innovations, and, rejectigi ft. 


not mere Form and Ceremony, but a D. 
tection zealouſly purſu'd where-ever it! 


fitions in ſome of the Popiſh Countries, bi 
the terrible Perſecution upon the Proteſtan emb 
in a Neighbouring Nation, and by the 


have made it a Worſhip in the Letter, au] 
not in the Spirit. Their Diſcipline il 
wholly exercis'd by Emiſſaries from Ron 


a Foreign Head, 5 N 
And becauſe the Church of England hu 
purg d her ſelf from theſe Idolatries, Super. 


their Traditions, has made the Scriptur: 
the Rule of her Faith, and has accommodz 


the true Ends of Devotion, and delivered | lous 5 
her ſelf from the inſupportable Tyranny hemſe 


of the Papal Chair: By this means, we: aal! 


are become Hereticks and Schiſmaticks iH ue 4 
the account of the Church of Rome ; x nem 
ſuch, the Sentence of Excommunicatio e ma 
is yearly pronounced againſt us by th nd 7e 
Pope, and our deſtruction is declar'd to bPTO t 
a meritorious Work. And that all this hich. 
the Pr 
barities 
| The 


Vent. 


practicable; we ſee, by the bloody Inqui 


they o 
ſwift approaches to the ſame Cruelties i F Ower 
home, when that Spirit could ſhew it q llegi; 

bs witli 
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aua Pin ſafety, under the influence of a Popiſh 
2 if Prince 


On i | 

CE Treatment of our Brethren, a Rule of our 
nde Carriage and Behaviour towards their'g. 
ty a Ne have not fo learn'd Chriſt, as to think 


Conſciences of Chriſtians, or to reckon the 


! hf - . | 

pe. eſtruction of their Bodies, a proper Means 

qu or the Salvation of their Souls. But, me- 
1 6 5 

tun hinks, theſe Cruelties towards Proteſtants 


oh in other Nations, ſhould make the Papiſts 
1 our oun, ſomewhat more modeſt and cau- 
ious ; at leaſt, they ought not to think 


ure and Religion of Engliſh-men forbid 
em to copy thoſe Examples of Cruelty; 


and remember them, as to be jealous of the 
Which, in other Countries, could animate 


Fbarities towards our Proteſtant Brethren. 
They are alſo Sirangers to us in Govern- 


ansſiembers of the Church of Rome, while 
y the bey own a ſuperior Head, who claims a 
cs Mower of Abſolving Subjects from their 
t ſelelleglance, and even Degrading and Ex- 
wil 


COMMUN - 


Far be it from us, to make this mercileſs 


Fire and Faggot a fit Application to the. 


themſelves entitl'd by them to new and un- 
Wſual Liberties. And tho? the Good Na- | 


re may well be allow'd, ſo far to obſerve 
Growth of that Religion among our ſelves, 


the Profeſſors of it to ſuch inhuman Bar- 


Vent e Princes can have no hold of the 
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ceiving their Protection from the eſtabliſh 


Laws, have ſo good a ſhare of Tendernei 


| — 06—a. TR Rn years. — ne 
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" —d ' — — — 
* communicating the Sovereign. And as h who! 
Ti pretended Authority is chiefly exerted by tle o 
| it the Pope againſt Proteſtant Princes, ſo zu of tl 
| bo the People prepar'd to receive, approve Þ; {till 
1 and execute his Sentences, by another u tion, 
Wii godly Doctrine, That no Faith is to be ke Conf 
Ni with Hereticks. And to what edition Prin 
| |} and cruel Attempts, theſe Principles hay FSucce 
11 blown up ſome of the Members of tha 
Bt Church, can be unknown to none, why 
Ui! have look d into the Hiſtory of ther 
Bij Kingdoms, fince the beginning of Queen 
CESS e 
4er thead It is to be hop'd, that the greateſt pu 
1 aa, of our Engliſh Papiſts, being born and brei 
a. in the ſame Air with our ſelves, and re 


and Gratitude, as to be proof againſt that vi 
cruel Suggeſtions of the Emiſſaries fron" 


there will be a number at all times, d 


Condition and Inclination deſperate «| 
nough, to undertake ſuch Enterprizes 3 
are agreeable to the Principles of tha 
Church, and ſhall be judg'd by their Iota 


lible Guide to be a ſeaſonable Service i 
the common Cauſe. And we may well 


| ſuppoſe, that ſuch Diſpoſitions are the mor 
ſtrong and numerous, at a time when the 
Fe, who 


But it is alſo to be fear'd, tba 
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thi Fl whole Body of the Papiſts diſown the Ti- 
ne of our Prince, in favour of a Pretender 
ze of their own Religion; and that they are 
o ſtill more ready and zealous, ſince the Na- 
ur tion, ſufficiently ſenſible that the Engliſb 
ken Conſtitution will not thrive under a Popiſh 


hae Succeſſor for ever, except ſome bold and 
tha deſperate Undertaking ſhall make his way 
whiff to the Throne. „ 1 5 
hee It is far from the Temper of the Eng- 
ven 


to make Men ffeffer upon bare Preſumpti- 
par 
brel 
1 
live are ſure there is an Enemy in our own 
rock Bowels. When we find ſuch a Spirit mo- 
thoe ving among us, it behoves us to obſerve 
fron narrowly which way it moves, and to what 
that degrees : that it may be kepe under ſuch 


owe to our ſelves and our Conſtitution, 


s, df Keſtraints, as the Safety of Church and 


te e Stste ſhall require. Their Principles in 
es effect declare, and we are all abundantly 
tha 
Infa,reſt they have, will upon a fair opportunity 
ce u be employ'd againſt us ; and therefore it 
well nearly concerns us, to know the Extent of 
mom that Strength, and to be jealous of the In- 
en the creaſe of it. It is the Voice of the Nati- 


Wagon, that we have no preſent or future Se- 


ion Prince, have cut off their hopes of a Popiſi 


lie, and the Nature of our Conſtitution, 
ons: But at the ſame time, the regard we 


calls upon us to be very Watchf u, when | 


convincd, that whatever Strength or Inte- 


3 2 | curity, 
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curity, under God, but in the Proſperity 
of Her Majeſty's Arms, and the Succeſſion 


in the Proteſtant Line; and how then can 


we anſwer it to our Selves, our Poſterity, 
or our Religion, if we make it not our 


utmoſt Care, that they who we are ſure 
have it in their Vill, have it not alſo in 


their Power, to ſhake or undermine theſe 
Foundations of our Safety? 


Theſe Two Oppoſitions, In Religion, 
and Government, ſuppoſe a Third Sort, 


namely, In Intereſt and Deſign : For the 


Spirit of that Religion is not wont to lie 


ſtill, without Defigns, much leſs to over- 


look any fair Opportunity of ſerving them, 
If ever there was a juncture that oblig 
the Papiſts, 1n Prudence and Decency, to 
more than ordinary Tenderneſs in giving 
Offence, it is now ; when their dceclar'd 
Diſaffection to the Government, makes 


the Succeſs of their Aims and Wilkes 


and Religion. And it were happy for the 
Nation, and perhaps for themſelves too, i 
their known Principles in Government and 


Deſians. But this is a Happineſs not to be 
hop'd for, while their Prieſts are fo opel 
and bare-fac'd in making Proſely tes of 1 
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them ſo liable to be ſuſpected; and when Tas 
| * dent 

would evidently be the ruin of our Laws Jealou 
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Religion, were the only Teſtimony of thei nent 
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weaker fort, and, forgetting how ſhainefully 
they were bafff'd in a former Reign, and 
how obnoxious they are to the Laws at thrs 
day, are not afraid to ſend Challenges to 
the Miniſters of our Church, on purpoſe 
to carry off their Proſelyte in publick Tri- 
unmph, after they have made ſure of him 
by private Arts: While ſo many of their 
People buſie themſelves openly in the Na- 
tional Elections, for thoſe whom they con- 
ceive to be moſt favourable, or leaſt oppo- 
ſite, to their main Deſign, and are very 
free in cenſuring of others, who have no 
Crime but their Zzal for the Proteſtart 
Succeſſion, the great Barrier againſt that 
Deſign: While they triumph in the Mi- 
fortunes of the Kingdom, and repine at 
the publick Proſperity and Succeſs, with 
Much freedom and openneſs as few other 
55 Nations would bear: In a word, inſtead 
dub of guarding againſt Suſpicions, and a pru- 
dent Care not to give any Offence or 
Jealouſie 


(a Behaviour, that might well 


be expected in their preſent Circumſtances) 


4 


too many among them feem to be trying 
hat Degrees of Provocation the Govern» 
ment will bear. od ons 

| Theſe Practices, we may hope, are hear. 
Itily condemn'd by the more prudent and 
nodeſt part of that Perſuaſion: who will 
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therefore think it reaſonable, that the Ti 
bliſh'd Conſtitution ſhould provide for its 
own Safety; and if that Provifion ſhonl4 
happen to bring Inconveniences upon them, 
will lay the Blame where it ought to reſt F 
that is, upon the intemperate Zeal of th if g 
Emiſſaries from Rome, and of others whon ! 


they have been able to work! into theſe po 


voking Meaſures, | 
I paſs on to the Second General, 


II. In what Inſtances, and by wnat Me. 
thods, they ſtrengthen and enlarge them · K 
ſelves, and do in proportion devour ou 
Strength. 


We have already ſeen, hi oppoſite Þi 
they are to the eſtablifh'd Conftitution a 
Church and State, in Religion and Go-W 
vernment, and in all their Meaſures and 4 
Defigns. And the conſequence of thy 
Oppofition is, that what they gain, we loſe; 
whatever new Strength or Spirits we ſuf 
them to get, are all drain d out of our own 
Body. Every Proſelyte they make, immed- 
ately becomes our profeſs'd Enemy, not 
only in Religion, but in Policy too; lift 
ing himſelf at the ſame time under Two 

foreign Heads, one in the Church, 94 
ot hel 


Me. 
1em- 
* Out 


oſite 
on of 
Go0- 
and 
this 
loſe; 
ſuffer 
ow! 
nedl- 
„ not 
; litt 
T wo 
, the 
other 
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other in the State. And it is generally ob- 
| ay that ſuch Converts are more remar- 


Fhably active and furious in the Cauſe they 
ave eſpous'd ; whether it is, that Fickle 
Heads are naturally fond of new things, or 
hat they think it for their Honour to make 
a ſhow of a thorow Conviction. 


And as every Convert to the Popiſh Re- 


ligion, becomes immediately a Zealot for 


a Popiſh Prince; ſo it happens, at this 


juncture, that the Zeal of ſome of our 


own Church for the Pretended Prince of 


that Religion, proves the occaſion of ma- 
king them Proſelytes to the Religion it ſelf, 


A Community of Meaſures and Wiſhes in 


he Affairs of State, draws on a Corre- 
ſpondence and Good-liking between them 
and the Members of the Church of Rome; 
nd the Courteſie which they find upon 
that account from Papiſts, by degrees wears 
off the Abhorrence of Popery . by which 
means, the Miſſionaries of that Church, 
Who are not wont to negle& Opportunities, 


fone to their Hands. 


God be thaukd, it is only upon the 
Weak and Ignorant, that this Poiſon works 


. the manifold Corruptions of the Church 


nd their Acceſs eaſie, and the Work half- 


The more diſcerning among them, retain 
he ſame Deteſtation that they ever had, 


; of 
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Dr. Hicks of Rome; and a very Learned Perſon o 
bis Confe- 
rence with 


a Pepiſb. Nation of the Boldneſs and Succeſs of the 
Prieſt ; in Prieſts in making Converts, and, from 


the Pre- 


face. 


formerly, notwithſtanding the Increaſe if 
Penal Laws. £ PO 


. fidering Men, to ſee fewer Laws and more 


long under the Terror of Penal Laws, and 
found ſo little Inconvenience from them, 


the Legiſlature is ever in earneſt, And 


thren ; and while, in great Tenderneſ, 
we are ſuſpending our Laws at home, we 


Perſecutors. This is but an ill Returt 
from the Miſſionaries of the Church ol 


Engliſh Clemency and Good-nature, that i 


Engliſh Conſtitution, are appeal'd to in the 


mn 


found 
at lea! 
Eiglas 
tl La 
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18 Not. 
boritj 
hoſe | 
Pope, 1 
bis AL 
well |; 
Prince 


that number has publickly warn'd the 


his own Obſervation, tells us the Art 
and Methods by which they carry on their 
Work, and laments, that the Growth 9 
Popery among us ſhould be greater thay 


The truth is, thoſe Penal Laws are { 
much ſoften'd, or rather laid aſide, by the 
has long been the Wiſh of wife and con- 


effectual Execution: they have liv'd fo 


that it will be hard to convince them that 
vet theſe very Laws, being part of our 


Popiſh Countries, as undeniable Teſtimo- 
nies of the Sufferings of their Engliſh Bre. 


are reproach'd abroad as the moſt cruel 


Rome, for the great Indulgence they . 
bun 


4 
1 
3 2 
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pund among us; which ſhould oblige them 

t leaſt to do Juftice to the Church of 
Eryland, and to confeſs, that as the ſeve- 
h Laws they complain of, were firſt made 
pon ſome remarkable Attempts of the 
Papiſts, againit the eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution ; 
ſo nothing but freſh Provocations of the 
me kind has been able to drive the Eng- 
% to the Execution of them. T hey know, 
that by the Laws of ſome other Countries 
it is Criminal to be a Proteſtant, and the 
moſt peaceable Behaviour is no Protection; 
and they know as well, that it has not 
been the Papiſt as ſuch, but only the pro- 
peking, ſeditious, and turbulent Papiſt, 
more Nyho has found any diſturbance from the 
Eneliſh Government. 


aud In the Infancy of the Reformation under Ven. VIII. 


hem, Henry the Eighth, the great Work was, to 
extirpate the Authority of the Pope, and 
tltabliſh the Supremacy of the Prince. Now, 


f Our both theſe the Point under our preſent 
n thi Conſideration ſuppoſes to be ſettled ; which 
limo is not, by what methods the Papal Au- 


thority was excluded, but in what way 
thoſe who adhere to the Religion of the 


F * Pope, have been treated in a Country where 
oY bis Authority was aboliſh'd. And it is 
e 


well known, that the diſaffection of that 
Prince to the main Doctrines of Popery, 
was 


38 The Danger and Miſchiets WU 
We. ä — 
was not fo great, as to induce him to au 
remarkable Hardſhips towards thoſe, au 
would at leaſt be ſilent under his own $i 
premacy. 22 0 5 
His Son King Edward the Sixth ven 1 
rg further, and eſtabliſh*d an Uniformicy off 
Service and Adminiſtration of the Suu 
mente, throughout the Realm; but th 
Law only enjoin'd the Miniſter to uſe ti 
and not the Maſs-Book ; and the People 
not to interrupt the Miniſter, or ſpeak i 

3 & 4 gainſt the Service. And when it appear! 
Elw. VI. by experience, that the Miſſals which hi 
10% been formerly us'd, were a great obſtrudi 
on to the Uniformity intended, they wer 
only call'd in, to give a more free and e 
fie paſſage to the publick Service; withou 
diſturbing either Prieſts or People int 

private exerciſe of their Religion, = 

— Notwithſtanding the bloody Reign 0 
Queen Mary, ſo far was her Succeſſor tit 
glorious Queen Eligabeth from the lea 
diſpoſition to Cruelty, that ſhe contente 
her ſelf to reſtore the Supremacy and ti 
Camd. Publick Service to their former ſtate ; al 
7 us lowing the Papiſts a ſhare in her Counlel 
6. 1. and, in a ſubſequent Law againſt th 
Pope's Authority, exempting Peers of ti: 
Realm from the diſabling Oath, and ite 
que nily declarirg, that no Subject 4 
| | oO { 
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auß would live quietly and peaceably, ſhould {| 
wu be diſturb'd on the account of Religion. 1 
noa *Tis true, the Laws afterwards grew bn ; 

wore ſevere, but it was becauſe the Pa- 18 EM. KY 
wenWilts grew more ſeditious. To execute. 1 
icy ul of Abſolution and Reconciliation from 1 
Aer. Nome, or to Receive Abſolution and Re- 11 
- thieoncil13tion in virtue of ſuch Bulls, was = 
e thiWnade High Treaſon. But let the Hiſtory — h 
copleſWbf the three preceding Years explain that . 
ak Law, and determin whether it was ow- . 
p:ar (Woo to the Severity of Proteſtants or the 9 1 
h hu edition of Papiſts. There we find, that 0 
truct he Pope had granted Authority to Saun- 196 
wen ers and others, to Abſolve ail the Enzliſþ .,,, ,, ooh: 
nd e ho would return to the Church of Rome, 1568. 1-19 
it hound that they were very zealous in the Fol 
in Work; That the ſame Pope had ſent his — 1569. . 

Bull into England by Morton the Prieſt, to ; Y 
ign Anathematize the Queen, and deprive her al 


or th]Wt the Throne, and ro abſolve her Subjects 

> [c:(heir Oaths of Obedience; That, in vir- 
tenteſztue thereof, many of the People were 

nd thaWvithdrawn from their Allegiance, a dan- 

> AHgerous Rebellion rais'd, circular Letters 

ſent to the Papiſts to riſe and aſſiſt in 

Ine Cauſe, and the Bull it ſelf publiſhed 

In the City, in a very open and inſolent =1570. 
1d frefWianner. „„ . 
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Ten Years after, we find a new En. 
23 Eliz, forcement of the Law againſt Bulls; but 
1% It was becauſe the Prieſts had found ney 

Devices to evade the former, and to cu. 

ry on the work of abſulving and recon. 

ling by other ways. We find Penalties for 

Cam, An, lay ing and hearing of Maſs ; but we find 
1580. In the Hiſtory of rhe fame time, that grext 
numbers of Prieſts were ſent into Ez. 

land and Ireland from the Seminaries 3. 
broad, under pretence of preaching and 

adminiſtring the Sacraments, but really to 

withdraw the Subjects from their Obedi. 

ence to the Queen, The ſame Law ly 

a Penalty upon abſenting from Church, 
and after a Year's abſence, enjoins the find. 

ing of Sureties ; which is not to be thought 

ſtrange or cruel, when the Emiſſaries & 

the Church of Rome, under whoſe dilct 

pline the Abſenters liv'd, were the pro- 

feſs'd Teachers of Rebellion, and when 2 

Deſign had been detected between the Spe 

niſh King and the Pope, to dethrone the 


Cant, In. Qucen, and reſtore Popery in the King: 

amd. An. 91 » 

1578. dom. FE: 3 | 
; he next Law againſt Papiſts, com- 


27 Eliz. mands all Jeſuits, Seminary Prieſts, aud 
2 others, to depart the Realm. But turn to 
the Hiſtory of that time, and there you 

find great numbers of Prieſts coming dai) 

Ito 


* 
ut 
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tells 
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ll 2 . who taught that the (Queer . og A. 
but as no Queen, and that whatever had!“ 
ew 


been done by her Authority ſince the 

. Boll of Pope Pius, was null and void. 

The ſame Law forbids the ſending of 
Children or Contributions to the Sein: 5 
naties abroad ; and ſo the ſame Hiſtorian —15f0. 
tells us, of great numbers of Children ſent 
over to thoſe Seminaries, and receiv'd there, 

on condition that they firſt made à Vow 

to return, when they were inſtructed in 
their Learning and Diſcipline; that is, in 

the rankeſt Principles of Sedition and Re- 
bellion. 

While they were thus diligent in ſend- 

ing their Emiſſaries to Corrupt the People, 

it is not to be wonder'd, that the great 


their Endeavours, by obliging all who“ “ 
were found guilty of Corrupting, to A0— 

jure the Realm. And if, in the fame 
Lear, another Law was made to baniſh 35 EF. 
| Papiſts from Court, and confine them to“? 

| the Neighbourhood of their own Dwel- 
lings ; our Hiſtories will explain it, by 


= | hewing that in the compals of à very few, 45. 
"= | Years, ſeveral Deſigns had been form'd and 1534. 
1 ? 8 

| Carry'd op, to nate the Queen. 1582 
1 yd p, to Aſſaſſinate the Que 15 


aa King Tame: l. began his Reign with a 1387. 


H 2 Popery: 


Council of the Land ſhould countermine 35 Eliz. 


|Ecrival of Queen Elizabeth's Laws againſt 1 Jac. c. ge 
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25 cur. 2. in the Reign of King Charles the Second, 
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Popery: and well he might, when here. tenar 
flected upon the many wicked Deſigns x {ſures 
gainſt the Perſon and Government of his put t 
Predeceſſor, and that, upon a proſpect of to ſhi 
her Death, they had in the moſt publik N the 
manner diſputed his Title to Succeed. Thre 
Three Years after, we find Papiſts con. N dom 


3 Fac. 


. 4, 5. find, under higher Penalties, to the ir Pla. mova 


ces of Abode, and greater Rewards pro. vours 
pos'd for the diſcovering of Prieſts, aud It 
expreſs Declarations requir'd, as well 3. of ot 
gainſt the Pope's Authority to depoſe Prin. I Le 
ces and abſol ve Subjects from their Obedi N Laws 
ence, as againſt his diſpenſing with Oaths, 
and the taking them with Equivocations and 
mental Reſervations, But it is to be re. 
member d, that all this was done upon the 
diſcovery of the moſt helliſn and execrable 
Plot that we read of in any Age or Nation, 
the Gunpowder-Treaſon ; which, we all 
know, had been carry'd by the Prieſts, up. 
on thoſe very Principles, to the point o 
Execution. - Fo 
To theſe Reſtraints, there were added 


70 Car. 2, the Sacramental Teſi, and the Excluſion of 
6. 1. FPopiſh Peers out of the great Council of 
the Land. For the occaſion of which, I 

need not appeal to Hiſtory : I appeal to the 
Memory of many here preſent, for the Coun- 
tegnance 


fe- 
82 
his 
k of 
lick 


CON» 
Pla. 
pro. 
and 
| 2. 
Wot 
bedi- 
ths, 
8 and 


2 re- 
n the 
crable 
tion, 
e all 
85 Up- 
nt of 


added 
cond, 
Jon of 
cil of 
ich, I 
to the 
Coun- 
>NAnce 


k 3 4 


of POPERY. 52 


tenance given at that time to Popiſh Mea- 
ſures, and the 1mpatience of the Papiſts to 
put them in Execution, and their Attempts 
to ſhorten the Way for a Popiſh Succeſſor to 
the Throne ; who, when he came to the 
Throne, did abundantly juſtifie the Wi/- 
dom of our Legiſlators, by making the re- 
moval of that Teſt, one of his firſt Endea- 
vours for the Eftabliſhment of Popery. 


lt may be thought Preſumption in one 
Lof our Order, and eſpecially before this 
Learned Audience, to intermeddle in the 4 76, 
Laws and Statutes of the Realm : but it Judges, 
will be favourably conſider'd, that they &. 
tare Laws which concern Religion, and are 
cited here only in an Hifforical Way; 


that, by comparing the Seditious Practices 
of the Papiſts as recorded in our Hiſtories, 
with the ſeveral Laws which thoſe Practi- 


ces have occaſion d, it may appear at one 


view, That the Papiſts have been the ſole 
Authors of their own Misfortunes; That 
theſe reſtraints from time to time, were 
brought upon them by Rebellion, and not, 
ps they pretend, by Religion; That the 
Engliſb Legiſlature have proceeded in their 
eſtraints Gradually, as the repeated At- 
tempts of «he Papiſts upon the Perſons and 
Povernment of our Princes, have render'd 
them neceſſary, and, That nothing can 
extort 
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extort a ſanguinary Law from the Engl 
Temper, but an indiſpenſable regard tg 


their own Religion and Governinent. 


But what Severity ſoever may be pre. 
tended in the Laws, it is very certain there 
is none in the Execution. And whoever 
conſiders, how ſtrict the Laws, and hoy 
high the Penalties are, againſt any Priel 
who ſhall attempt to pervert a Subject to 
Popery, or ſhall ſay Maſs, or even be 
found in the Realm ; and againſt all other 
who ſhall harbour a Prieſt in their Houſe, 
or ſend Children or Money to a Seminar 


abroad ; Whoever, I ſay, knows the high 


Penalties upon theſe and the like Pry 
ctices, and then conſiders how common and 
familiar they are generally believ'd to be 
among us, will ſee how little miſchief tit 


Papiſts fear from theſe terrible Laws the) 


ſo much complain of, and how greatly they 
are indebted to the Goodneſs and Tende. 


_ neſs of the Engliſh Government. 


port Popiſh Books from abroad; bi 


i 


But they muſt not hope, that the E. 
2liſh Good-nature will hold out againſt al 
Provocations : The Laws will rouſe then 


ſelves and break looſe, at the fight of ſuc 


unprecedented Freedom and Boldnels 1 


we have beheld of late days. It'is a know! 


Crime in the Eye of the Law, to i 


we hav 
wat home 
with tl 
tſo, but 
the Pla 
Books v 
Know it 
ing of a 
not con! 
tion anc 
@ kind 
Husban 
Relatio! 
ſend C 
but if a 
td, as 
now be 
nome. 
Painſt 


crefull 


in the 
this, or 
og to 
They fa. 
23 
Misfort 
Lo it at 


Way. 
Thel 
moved! 


f POPERY. 


ve have ſeen them printed and publiſh'd 
tt home, and diſpers'd over the Nation 
with the greateſt Induſtry ; and not only 
ſo, but with formal Advertiſements of 
the Place, where a variety of Popiſh 
Books were to be publickly ſold. They 
know it is Capital, to attempt the pervert- 
N of a Proteſtant Subject ; and yet they are 
pot content to carry on this Work withcau- 
on and ſecrecy, nay, unleſs they do it with 
lind of Triumph, in defiance of Parents, 
Husbands, and all other Superiours and 
Relations. They are ſtrictly forbidden to 


bow beginning to bring the Seminaries 


Painſt which our Conſtitution has more 
crefully guarded, than their intermedling 
zn the Affairs of Church and State; and 
thie, one would hope, ſhould be a Warn- 
Dog to them, to mix in the Intereſt which 
bey favour, with greater Guard and Cau- 


lisfortunes and repine at our Succeſſes, to 


et at leaſt in a more private and modeſt 
„„ ; 
"4 Theſe and the like Provocations, have 


ſend Children to the Seminaries abroad; 
but if a late F Complaint was well-ground-  j, co. 


td, as I doubt not but it was, they are vocation; 
| of a Semi- 
nary in 


home. They know, there is nothing a- Hamſhire. 


n ; and, if they muſt rejoyce in our 


ove J the oreat Council of the Land to take 
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56__ 
hop'd, to apply an effectual Remedy to this 


are ſo very buſie, it cannot be an unbeco- 


and zealous in promoting their own Inte- 


a ſtrict Survey of the preſent State of Pore. 
ry in the Kingdom; in order, as it i 


growing Evil. And, in the mean time 
while the Prieſts of the Church of Roy: 


ming part in the Miniſters of the Church 
of England, to lay to heart the viſible In. Ware a a 
creaſe of Popery, and to warn the Peopl: WM 


how zealous they are in promoting it; tha Wh. 
we may endeavour at leaſt to raiſe an equal prevail 
Zeal and Concern for the true Proteſtant Rn ]] 
Religion eſtabliſh'd among us. ligion, 
2 ð — 
I proceed to the Third and Laſt Ge. N would 

E Co PPrinct 
men, 


III. How it comes to paſs, notwithſtand- N againſt 
ing the Papiſts are ſo much Strangers and pery. 
Enemies to our Conſtitution, and ſo open of Da 
by ma 
treat t 
erer, 
lates v 
moſt ( 
themſ{ 
IPapiſt, 
ect, t 
at hor 


pilh P. 


reſt, and by conſequence in devouring ou 
Strength; that there are ſo many amony 
us, who ail not know it Like the Ia. 

lites in the Text, Altho' Strangers devour 

our Strength, yet they know it not; and 
tho' Gray Hairs are bere and there upon 
us, yet they know it not. Was it throug| 

Supineneſs or Inadvertency, and that the 

did not obſerve or regard it, the thing 

welt 


of POP ERV. 
e were leſs to be wonder'd at: But it has 
been eſpous'd and Jabour'd as a Cauſe, and 


1s Wthe People have been told in the moſt 
ne, N publick manner, that Popery is only a 
Bugbear to ſcare and terrifie them; nav, 
they have been taught to believe, that the 
Complaints of Danger from that quarter, 
bare a certain Mark of Diſaffection to the 
Church of England. 

What we are to expect, if Popery ſhould 
prevail, can be a Doubt with none who 
know the Spirit and Principles of that Re- 
Pligion, and reflect upon the Terrors of a 
late Reign; the remembrance whereof, one 
would hope, ſhould make it an eſtabliſh* 
Principle in the Hearts of all true Engliſb- 
nen, That we can never be too watch ful 
gagainſt the Deſigns and Approaches of Po- 
pery. But, I know not how ; thoſe Days 
pof Danger and Terror are clean forgotten 
by many amongſt us; who, while they 


treat the Memory of our Glorious Deli- 
none MWrverer, and thoſe Worthy and Learned Pre. 


lates who ſtood in the Gap, with the ut- 
moſt Contempt and Indignity ; can make 
themſelves a kind of Advocates for the 
Papiſts, and perſuade the Nation, in ef- 
ect, that neither the Increaſe of Popery 
theyſzat home, nor the open Attempts of a Po- 
thing pi Pretender abroad, deſerve our Fear or 


were 1 | Regard, 
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58 be Danger and Miſchief 


Regard. And it is very evident, that thei 
Diligence to remove the Fears of Poper 
and divert the Nation from all Suſpicion 
of that kind, has for ſome Years been: 
great Encouragement to this provoking Be. 
haviour of the Papiſts. 3 
'Tis true, the Papiſts are not the oy 
Enemies to our Conſtitution : There is 4 pure) for 
nother ſort, who Diſſent from us in Wor-. Nin Experi 
ſhip and Diſcipline ; but being reſtrain4Mmore eff 
by Penalties and Incapacities ſo much hu. them to: 
er than the Papiſts, are evidently judge pliſb'd C 
by our Conſtitution to be Enemies of ; bnity wit! 
| leſs-dangerous Nature, The Legiſlature g Far be 
conſiders, That they own no Foreigu te Mem 
Head in Church or State; that in the Dow theſe 
ctrinal Parts of Religion they are at no take it fo 
great diſtance from us, and fo are brought wel! p 
over with greater Eaſe to the eſtabliſid H berty and 
Church ; that, in fact, abundance haue ſenſible 
been brought over by gentle and courte. more 15 
cus Uſage, and their Numbers undoub ve uſe 
tedly decreaſe by the Toleration ; which Pecurity 
appears, among other Teſtimonies, by on the ot 
+ Dated Letter of Complaint to that purpoſ in the B. 
March 4. from ſeveral Diſſenting Miniſters in the Het us no 
570. p. 4· Country, to their Brethren in the City: NPize than 
That, as to the National Intereſt at ti nuch Jef; 
juncture, they are, for ought appears, weite the Pa 
cordially in it; true tg the Queen, 1. bf our R. 
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Enemies to France, and hearty Friends to 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion. Upon this Ac- 
count, the Wiſdom of the Nation has 
thought fit to grant them an Indulgence 
in Religion ; and I think it is now agreed 
ton all hands, that by the terms of Chri- 
ſtianity there ought to be no Perſecution 
purely for the ſake of Religion, and that 
in Experience, gentle Methods appear much 


them to a favourable Opinion of the Eſta- 


mity with Her. | 
the Members of our Church, with regard 
theſe Men. On the contrary, Let us 
ake it for granted that they would be ve- 
ry well pleas d with a greater ſhare of Li- 


ſenſible, that it is in vain to hope for 
more, nay, that the modeft and inoffen- 


Pecurity for the continuance of it. But, 


in the Bounds which the Laws preſcribe, 
Wet us not make them Enemies of a larger 
Dize than the Conſtitution has drawn them, 
Much leſs equal them, in point of Danger, 


pf our Religion and Government, And it 
1 VVV 


i 
0 
2% 
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more effectual than ſevere ones, to bring 
bliſh'd Church, and by degrees to Confor- 


Far be it from us, to preach Security to 
perty and Power; and let them be made 
ive uſe of what they have, is their beſt 


on the other hand, while they keep with- 


to the Papiſts, thoſe irreconcilable Enemies 
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many among us are thus induſtrious to re- 


ver, requires us to keep the ſtricteſt Ee 


to prevent all Jealoufies and Miſunder. 
ſtandings with 55, who aflift us heartily 


feſt Inequality of Danger from theſe Two; 


that is, in plain terms, that they maj 
leave that Quarter naked, where our great- 
eſt Danger lies. Paſſion, Prejudice, and 
Intereſt, get pofleſſiion of the Minds of 


 tuffer them to ſee the true Intereſt of their 


make the Rule and Meaſure of our Deal- 


The Danger and Miſchiefs 


ought certainly to make ſome difference in With 
our Regard, that in this critical junctue Wit was tl 
they ſo freely contribute their Afliftance Penal L 
againſt the common Enemy of Europe, ¶ upon th: 
while the great Hopes of the Papiſts ar eiently a 


evidently plac'd in his Succeſs. to divide 
And yet, notwithſtanding the mani. I by to ft 


By theſ 
the Wa 
on Cam: 
fluence 
and pre: 
low us 
us in ou 
rious De 
he has 
Delivera 
fit, by t 
to plung 
nat ive Country ; which at this time, if e To pi 
us may 
Libertie 
our priv 
| Publick 
| dulg'd, 
caſe wh 
cern'd. 
[tally to 
Reaſon 
Ike grea 
Within g 


if we enquire into the true Cauſe, why ſo 


move the Eyes of the Nation from Pa. 
piſts, it will appear to be, that they may 
fix them more keenly upon Proteſtants ; 


Men, and being rooted there, will not 


upon them whoſe Principles and Practice 
declare their Partiality to our Enemies, and 


in the common Cauſe ; fo far as they may 
be prevented with Safety to our Conſtituti 
on, which all Parties muſt allow us to 


ings with them. 


— — — — — 
JFF 
4 a 8 1 
Within the Memory of the preſent Age, 
it was the pleaſure of the Court, that the 
penal Laws ſhould be vigoroufly executed 
upon the Diſſenters; which has ſince ſuffi- 
ciently appear'd to be a Popiſh Stratagem, 
to divide the Proteſtant Intereſt, and there- 
by to ſtrengthen and enlarge their own. 


By theſe Arts were the Papiſts preparing 

the Way, when a Prince of that Religi- | 1 
on came to the Crown ; under whoſe In- 1 
fluence the Intereſt of Popery advanced 14 
and grew apace, till it was ready to ſwal- 9 


low us up. It pleas'd God to look upon ft 
us in our Extremity, and to ſend us a Glo- 
. rious Deliverer ; but let us remember, that 
aß he has no where promis'd to ſend new 
Deliverances, as oft as a People ſhall think 
fit, by their own Folly and Perverſeneſs, ME 
to plunge theinſelves into new Dangers. 

| To prevent this, and that every one of 
us may do his part to perpetuate our Laws, 
Liberties, and Religion; Let us ſacrifice 
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nag our private Paſſions and Animoſities to the 
er. Publick Good ; or, if theſe muſt be in- | 
iy dulg'd, let them at leaſt be laid aſide, in a 1 
y cale where our Religion is ſo nearly con- $18 
ci cern'd, Let us liſten honeſtly and impar- 40} 
to ally to the eftabliſh'd Laws and our own VN! 
a Reaſon ; which will firſt tell us, who are WW. 
he greateſt Strangers and Enemies to our 1 
_ Conſti- 10 
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Crown'd with Succefs. 


en, than to turn Advocates for thoſe, who 


38 
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Conititution, and "then teach us to kee 


b 222 25 4 
the ſtricteſt Watch where we find the _ . 


eſt Danger. In a full aſſurance of the 23 


Safety of the Church of England under FEE 
Her Majeſty's happy and glorious Admi. I 

niſtration, and in purſuance of Her own 
Royal Commands, let us be the conſtant 
Bee of Peace and Unity in our ſeve. 
ral Stations ; that we may procure the 
Favour of Heaven, and that our joint En. 


deavours for the publick Good moe) be 


Above all, let us be more juſt to Her 
Majeſty, our Selves, and the whole Nati- 


in contempt of all Laws are open Advo- 
cates for a Foreign Power, in order t0 


bring in a Foreign Religion. of Ile. 
in dg. 4 

From which terrible Judgments may Gif — 
„, his infinite Mercy evermore deliver I g. Truſt 
this Church and Nation, for the ſalt Temp 


of bis Son Jeſus Chriſt; to whom, &. 
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| the Name of the CHvRcH. | 


| Fane 35 4 

3. Thi ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God 
N | of Iſrael, Amend your ways and your do- 
ingo, and I will cauſe you to dwell? in this 


Place. 
. Truſt ye not in hing words, ſaying, The 
ld | e of the Lord, the Temple of the 


Lord, the Temple of the Lord, are theſe. 


T appears by the Hiſtory of 
the Zewiſh Nation, and par- 
ticularly by the Language of 
their Prophets and the Te- 
nor of their ſeveral Meſſ⸗ ges 


fac God, that they had fal'n by 8 
ö „ nie 
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The Iniquity of Proſtituting the 
into a ſhameful Neglect of the Mor that the 
Law ; which God had deliver'd to their Belief, 
Fathers by the Hand of Moſes, for a Rule ¶ them to 
of Life to them and their Poſterity. And Prophets 
becauſe they were the peculiar People of of God 
God, and in Covenant with him, and kney MW mendme 
that Obedience on their part was a Con. of the 
dition abſolutely neceſſary to ſecure his could pr 
Favour and Protection ; therefore, the a laſting 
more they fail'd in the inward Obedience in they 
of the Heart, and in the Duties of Moral Hofs, & 
Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs, the great From 
Zeal they ſhow'd for the outward and Ri-. ¶ to diſco: 
tual Parts of the Law. Particularly, they 
reſted much in their Zeal for the Temple; I. Fir 
and it ſhould ſeem by the Text, which Practice 
forbids them to truſt in hing Words, tha Eſtabliſh 
there wanted not falſe Prophets, who hill 
aſſur d them that their Zeal for the Tem; II. S: 
ple would go a great way to atone with Nation, 
God for all Failings in other Parts of ther MCivil M. 
Duty. A Leſſon, that is readily learn maintain 
and embrac'd by corrupt Nature; which 
deſires nothing more, than to compound} III. 7 
with God for Defe&s in inward GoodnelsWard to 1 
by an Exceſs of Zeal for external PyMelision, 
formances of any kind. But the ProphetMers, eve 
in the Text deals clearly with them ; and Vorſhip 
withaut blaming their Zeal for the HonouWine Fav 


of the Kemple, tells them in plain ay ons or þ 


the Name of the Cyuurcn. 


that they who had poſſeſs'd them with 3 
E Belief, that that alone would recommend 
them to the Favour of God, were ly ine 
Prophets; and aſſures them from the mouth 


of God himſelf, That nothing but the A- 
mendment of their Ways, and the Practice 
Iof the Subſtantial Duties of Religion, 


could procure to them and their Poſterity, 
a laſting Eſtabliſhment in the Land where. 


Min they dwelt. Thus ſaitb the Lord of 


Hoff,, &c. 
From the Words, I will take Occaſion 
. to diſcourſe of theſe Three Heads; 


l. Firf, That Religion, and the general 
Practice of it in a Nation, is the ſureſt 


Eſtabliſhinent of States and Kingdoms. 


II. Secondly, That therefore, in every 
Nation, it is the proper Buſineſs of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, as ſuch, to vindicate and 
naintain the Honour of Religion. 


Ul. Thir i, That without a ſerious Re- 
ard to the Moral and Spiritual Duties of 
eligion, the greateſt Zeal in other Mat- 


ons or Nations. PIT 
Firſt 


ers, even tho* it be for the eſtabliſhed 
Yorſhip of God, will not ſecure the Di- 
ne Favour and Protection, eit her to Per- 
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66 the 
Firſt then, J am to ſhow, That Religi. I in the! 
on, and the general Practice of it in 3 kind; 
Nation, is the ſureſt Eſtabliſhment of States I ly cont 
and Kingdoms. And laſ 
And this is a certain Truth, whether I Tempe 
we conſider it in a Natural or a Superns- ¶ bring 
tural Way. 1 SET - WF narrow 
That Religion is the ſureſt Eſtabliſh- quiet at 
ment of States and Kingdoms, is true in a God ſet 
Natural Way; becauſe the Duties of Re. W their N 
ligion have a natural tendency to thoſe  Thet 
Things, which are the chief Means and] ciety, a 
Foundations of that Eſtabliſhment, viz, I Duties. 
Peace, and Unity, and Order. Theſe arc W the Du 
the certain Effects of Religious Duties: them, f 
Ok Meekneſs and Gent leneſs, of Patience can do. 
and Charity, and Forbearance; as theſe ¶ aud Co: 
prevent Quarrels and Contentions, and u- to the x 
nite the Hearts and Affections of Men, of Rew 
and engage them in the purſuit of the World; 
ſame Intereſt, and in the Defence of the to Dut) 
ſame common Cauſe: Of the ſtrict Admi man Ey 
niſtration of Juſtice, which makes Men Mankin 
ſecure in the Enjoyment of their Legal fdence 
Rights ; and the finding themſelves ea ſtrongeſ 
in their preſent Condition, determine For t 
them to be reſolute in the Maintenance i That! 
that Eſtabliſhment, to which they oe it in a 
their Eaſe and Security: Of Diligence ii of Sta 
the ſeveral Callings and Profeſſions where the quit 


I 


A 
* 


' the Name of the Cyurcu. 


in the Divine Providence hath placed Man- 
kind z by which every Hind 1s perpetual- 
ly contributing to the National Strength : 
And laſtly, they are the Effects of Sobriety, 
| Temperance, and Contentment ; which 
bring the Neceſſities of Nature into a 
narrow Compaſs, and diſpoſe Men to a 
quiet and comfortable Enjoyment of what 
God ſends, without moleſting or envy ing 
their Neighbours 5 


15 — 


* 


* 


Theſe and the like Advantages to So- 


ciety, are the natural Effects of Religious 
Duties. Nor does Religion only preſcribe 
the Duties, but it enforces the Practice of 
them, far beyond what any human Power 
can do. It ties them faſt upon the Minds 
aud Conſciences of Men, by a Reverence 
to the all- ſeeing Eye of God, and a Pelief 
| of Rewards and Puniſhments in the next 
World; and theſe are effectual Obligations 
to Duty, in innumerable Caſes which hu- 
man Eyes cannot reach, and being ſo, give 
Mankind a mutual Security and a full Con- 

[dence in one another; which is the 

ſtrongeſt Bond of Human Society. 


For the further illuſtration of this Truth, 


That Religion, and the general Practice of 
eit in a Nation, is the ſureſt Eſtabliſhment 
of States and Kingdoms', let vs ſuppoſe 
the quite contrary ; that Vice and Wicked- 
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neſs were the general Practice; that a Nz, I are in t 
tion lived in a Stare of Anger and Malice W Advant; 
and Revenge, in Injuſtice and Rapine, in But 
Sloth and Luxury, in Envy, Murmuring Virtue 
and Diſcontent : What Confuſions and Dj. I of Stat 
ſtractions would theſe breed! How eaſie z lieve R 
Prey would ſuch a People become to their the gen 
Enemies, or rather how quickly would will be 
they devour and deſtroy themſelves! And, tural Bl 
conſidering the great Corruption of human Reſult 
Nature, and to what Degrees that Corrup. to the! 
tion works and oft-times breaks out in Ads with M 
of Injuſtice and Violence and Revenge, Wons, T. 
ä notwithſtanding all that human Power can Wobey hi: 
; do to prevent them; the only ſure Foun. Whis Fav 
| dation of Order and Government, is Re. ¶ diſpenſi. 


ligion, which moulds the Minds of Men the Deg 
| into a quiet and peaceable Frame, and by Goodnet 
perpetually preſenting to their View an all. World ; 
= ſeeing Providence and a future Judgment, ¶ between 
not only leaves no Place to hope for Impu- Wand the 
| nity, but makes the Obligations to Duty of {Wparticul: 
; equal Strength, at all times, and in all Afflict io 
places. An Honour, which the Arbe. religious 
iſts themſelves do in effect grant to Re- through 
ligion; inaſmuch as nothing can give Co- Men arc 
lour to their Suggeſtion, That it is an Hand Pler 
© [nvention of Politick Men to keep the both are 

© World in Order,* but that the Ties and Munifhm: 

Reſtraints which it lays upon Mankind, able to 
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ve in their Nature and Effects a ſingular 
Advantage to Society and Government. 


But beſides this Natural Tendency in 


Virtue and Goodnefs to the Eftabliſhment 


of States and Kingdoms; as many as be- 
lieve Religion, muſt likewiſe believe that 
the general Practice of it in a Nation, 
vill be always attended with a Superna- 
„aral Bleſſing from God, For this is the 
1 @ Reſult of all the Declarations of God, as 
„Js the Manner and Rule of his Dealings 
;Wwith Mankind, whether Perſons or Nati- 
e Wons, That as many as faithfully ſerve and 
n Wobey him, ſhall be aſſuredly intituled to 
his Favour and Protection. But in the 
e diſpenſing of Temporal Proiperity, and in 
the Degrees of Aſſurance that Virtue and 
1 | Goodneſs {hall receive their Reward in this 
|. NVorld; there ſeeins to be ſome Difference 
u between the Caſe of particular Perſons, 
u- Wand the Caſe of whole Nations. As to 
of particular Perſons, we fee that Poverty and 
ll Afflict ions are oft-times the Portion of very 


e. Nreligious and good Men, in their paſſage 


e- through this World, while many wicked 
o-: WMen are ſuffered to live and die in Power 
and Plenty. And the Reaſon 1s, becauſe 
both are capable of future Rewards and 
Funiſhments, and for that End are accoun- 
table to God in the next World, w_ 
85 5 the 
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the Divine Juſtice will manifeſt it ſelf in Meoard t 

the Reward of the Righteous, and the Py. Influence 
niſhment of the Wicked, But Nations » Whey are 
ſuch, which are united and incorporatel ſor the 
for the Ends and Purpoſes of this Wort nd we 
only, are to have no Being in the next; Nnnot 
l and ſince they are uncapable of future Re. the Deſi 
wards, it follows, That National Virtue 
| 


- „ EE ER 


Without 
muſt either be rewarded with National the Mir 
Bleſſings now, or not be rewarded at all it follou 
and if the Suppoſition of no Reward is} not on 
inconſiſtent with the Divine Juſtice, th: 


but a fu 
Conſequence will be, That a general Pra Wt is imp 


i citice of Virtue and Goodneſs, intitle 1 the Inſt: 
1 Nation to ſuch Temporal Bleſſmgs, as mij Meare of, 

; moſt conduce to the Strength, Proſperity MWenders t 
| and Eſtabliſhment of the whole. there is 


Having thus far ſhown, how great) therefore 


9 ET * . . 

| Religion, and the Practice of it, contri-Mibeen a c 
1 butes to the Eſtabliſnment of States andMeivers, v 
| Kingdoms; I will now proceed to the & make th 


| Care * 
irate w. 
the Vio 
ties wer 


0 cond General Head; 


II. That therefore in every Nation, i 
1s the proper Buſineſs of the Civil Mag! 


; itrates, as ſuch, to vindicate and maintau But ir 
| the Honour of Religion. And througi-WMagiſtr: 
| | | 4 8 ; 

| out this Head, by the Civil Magiſtrates Walſo as 
| will be chiefly meant the Subordinate M vno has 
| niſters of Juſtice under the Prince, wilf from thi 


Rv 


8 
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Teer to the ſeveral Diſtricts which their 
Influence more immediately reaches. There 
hey are placed, with ſufficient Authority, 
for the great Ends of Peace and Order; 

nd we have already ſhown, that theſe. 
tannot be preſerved, nor by conſequence 
the Deſign of their Inſtitution anſwered, 
without a juſt Reverence of Religion on 
the Minds of the People. From whence 
it follows, That the Dad of Religion i 
b; not only a Part of the Magiſtrate's Care, j | 
but a fundamental Part; without which oh 
bt is impoſſible to attain the great Ends of 7 
the Inſtitution, but which being firſt taken 1 
care of, prevents much of the Evil, and — 1 
Fenders the Execution of the Office, where 
there is need, eafie and ſucceſsful. And 
therefore in all Ages and Nations, it has 
been a conſtant Rule with the wiſeſt Law- 
bivers, whether Heathen or Chriſtian, to | 
make the Honour of Religion their firſt 1 1 
Care; that, wherewith the Civil Magi- 11 
rate was more eſpecially charged, and for | 
the Violation whereof the ſevereſt Penal- 
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gi: tes were always provided. vl 
ans But in a Chriſtian Country, every Civil 8 
gb Magiſtrate is obliged to conſider himſelf 1 00 
te alſo as a Chriſtian Magiſtrate ; as one, 9 fl 
Me vno has not only received a Commiſſion ! 9 


from the Prince, to maintain Peace and 7 
Order — 11M 
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72 The Iniquity of ProStituting the 
Order in the State ; but who has alſo, not kee 

thro? the Hands of the Prince, received 3 appearii 
Commiſſion from God, to maintain the N vine La 
Honour of his Religion upon Earth. t gerate 

was foretold by the Evangelical Prophet I cannot: 
Jie. xlix. Iſaiah, what great Comfort and Suppon ¶ on imp 
23 Religion ſhould receive from Chriſtian ſtrate, : 
Princes in the Times of the Goſpel, Ning to thof 

ſball be thy nurſing Fathers, and Queem who h: 

thy nurſing Mothers And the Apoſtle I the ger 

Hom. Till. calls them the Miniſters of God; and tells proof, 
4 "Ss 1 · us, That the End of his veſting that Power I in Swe: 


in them, is, for the terror of evil doers, ¶ Profana 
and the praiſe of them that do well. And like wi 
indeed, fince Civil Power and Authority MW out an. 


is from God, it would ſeem ſtrange, if ſcience. 


that Authority were to be exerted only in And 


puniſhing the Breach of human Laws for I Prince, 


the Safety of Men, and were not to con-Wof the 
cern it ſelf in vindicating the Divine Laws, N who ar: 
for the Honour and Glory of Almighty Wſcreral 


God. lt is the Duty of every Chriſtian, ¶ his Wa 


in the moſt private Stat ion, to diſcounte. of thei 
nance Vice and Wickedneſs to the utmoſt i Work c 


of his Power : It is further the Duty of Wa furt he 


the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to Exbhort, ¶ ſolution 
Reprove, and Admoniſh, as being an Or ¶ berd, 


der of Men, in ſtituted by Chrift for tholeWteceiv*d 


Ends: But when the beſt Endeavours of miſſion 


pious Chriſtians and painful Miniſters, cat WO Chriſt; 


not 


the Name of the CHuxc k. 


not keep Irreligion and Profaneneſs from 
appear ing barefaced in Defiance of the Di- 
vine Laws, as, God knows, in this dege- 
gerate Age and Nation, it is too plain they 
cannot ; then the Cauſe of God and Reli- 
on implores the Aid of the Civil Magi- 
| ſtrate, and calls upon him to be a Terror 
to thoſe notorious Workers of Iniquity, 
| who having harden'd themſelves againſt 
| the gentler Methods of Inſtruction and Re- 
proof, are going on, openly and reſolutely, 
in Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, 
Profanat ion of the Lord's Day, and in the 
like wicked and ungodly Practices, with- 


out any Reſtraint of Shame or Con- 
[clences 


And as Religion implores the Aid of the 
Prince, ſo the Prince commands the Aid 
of the Subordinate Miniſters of Juſtice, 
who are his Eyes and Ears within their 
ſeveral Diſtricts 3 and, being appointed 
his Watchmen, are obliged by the nature 
of their Office to great Vigilance in the 
Work committed to their Care. And, fot 
a further Argument to Vigilance and Re- 
ſolut ion in that Work, it is to be remem- 
berd, That the Power which they have 
teceiv'd, as it is in the Civil ſenſe a Com- 
miſſion from their Prince, ſo is it alſo in the 


(Chriſtian ſenſe a Talent from God, to be 
| L dili- 
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77 9 The Ini quity of Proſtituting 
W diligently improved to his Glory and th 


ſters, nor the Authority of Magiſtrate, 


made the Publick Miniſters of Juſtice, are 


Good of Mankind; and if they negle& to 
improve it to thoſe great Ends, they ſtand 
accountable to God for the Abuſe of his 
Talent, and to the Nation, for the Juds. 
ments which may fall upon it thro' their 
Neglect and Connivence, _ 
And when I am ſpeaking of Authority, 
and the vigorous Application thereof by 
the Magiſtrate, I cannot omit one Thing, 
which is a mighty Enforcement of it, I had 
almoſt ſaid, which will ſuperſede it, and 
render the Exerciſe of it in great meaſure 
needleſs, vis. a Good Example ; which in 
its Nature 1s the moſt forcible Way of 
teaching and correcting, and without 
which, neither the Inſtructions of Mini- 


can avail, to the effectual Diſcouragement 
and Suppreſſion of Vice. They who are 


generally Perſons of Figure and Diſtindi. 
on: Their own Families are uſually nu. 


merous, their Dependants much more ſo, 
and the Extent of their Influence ſtill lar- 


ger. All theſe Eyes are turned upon Them 
and their Behaviour ; and the Minds of 
all, as they are Inferiors, ſtand natural) 
bent to the Imitation of thoſe their Su- 
periors. So that a Magiſtrate, who is 0 
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ber and exemplary in his own Life, and 
| maintains Chriſtian Order and Regularity 
in his own Family, and, above all, who 


gives a Publick Teſtimony of his Zeal for 


| Religion, in a devout Attendance on the 

| Worſhip of God ; To ſuch an one may 

| well be applied what our Saviour ſays of 
John the Baptiſt, That he is a burning an Jobn 
ſhining Light among his Neighbours ; and 3: 

it may be truly ſaid of him, that he ful. 

| fils that great Precept of our bleſſed Sa- , , 
| viour (which, tho? a ſtanding Rule to Chri- 16. 
ſtians in general, ought more eſpecially 
to be remember'd by Perſons in Authority) 
Let your Light ſo ſbine before Men, that 
they may ſee your good Works, and glorify 
your Father which is in Heaven, 


J paſs on to the Third and laſt General 


II. That without a ſerious Regard to 


the Moral and Spiritual Duties of Religi- 
ſon, the greateſt Zeal in other Matters, e- 
ven though it be for the Eſtabliſhed Wore 
hip of God, will not ſecure the Divine 
[Favour and Protection, either to Perſons 
jor Nations, e 


The External Rites of Religion, are good 
Helps to Devotion, and proper Means of 
OY . malin- 
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maintaining Order and Decency in the Pub. 
lick Worſhip of God ; and a Zeal to pre. 
ſerve them, with a ſerious Regard to thoſe 
pious and wiſe Ends, is very laudable; 
But to believe that Zeal for them will ;- 
tone for the Neglect of the Moral and Spi. 
rirual Duties of Religion, is an Error very 
dangerous to the Souls of Men. 
Under the Name of Moral Duties, 
compr ehend all thoſe, which Natural 3 
well as Reveal'd Religion has taught us, 
with regard to God, our Neighbour, and 
our Selves, Such are, with regard to God, 
Love, and Fear, and Honour ; an hum. 
ble Truſt in his Goodneſs, and a pattent 
Submiſſion to his Will in ail things: With 
regard to our Neighbour, Truth and Juſtice, 
Mercy and Charity : And with regard to 
our Selves, Mecknefs and Humility, S0- 
briety, Temperance and Chaſtity ; Dili 
gence in our Calling, and Contentment in 
our Condition, By Spiritual Duties, [ 
mean thoſe which are more 1mmedlately 
performed by the Heart or Spirit, and thi 


Exerciſe of which has a direct Tendency 


to raiſe our Souls to a ſpiritual and hea 
venly Frame ; ſuch are, Meditation and 
Devot ion, Examination of our Lives, Re. 
pentance for our Sins, and the like. Theſe 
aries, the Moral, as generally founded q 
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| the Name of the Cy URCH 72 0 
the Nature of God, and the Spiritual, as | 1 
immediately tending to make Man like to 3 4 
Cod, are the Life and Soul of Religion; . 19 
Wind as on one hand (inthe Wards of the Ai 
| Apoſtle on a like Occaſion) be that in theſe kom. xiv+ 1 | 
Dinge ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God ; 13. 41 
s on the other hand, it is in vain to hope, i (hl 
that without theſe the greateſt Zeal about 111 
| Wthe External Parts of Religion will be ac- | (i 
5 Wcepted of him. WE TO 1 
MW But, however agreeable thoſe Duties = 
re to Reaſon and Religion, they are by no 5 
Y neans agreeable to the Luſts, and Paſſions, 5 
1- and corrupt Inclinations of Men ; who, wt 
ehen they are conſcious of great Neglects 1M 
th {Win the ſubſtantial Parts of Religiop, and '; {68 
ei end no Diſpoſition in themſelves to ſecure RY 
to the Favour of God that way; are willing 4 18 
0- ito come up to ſome Show of Religion that AL! | 
li: Wis leſs diſagreeable to corrupt Nature, aud — 
in to atone for the want of inward Piety and 1 
Coodneſs, by a ſtrict Care and an immode- 3 
ly Wite Zeal about outward Performances. EI 
ne The ZFews' were exceeding punctual in 8. i; HY 
cy Nrifices and Solemn Faſts, in Waſhings, Bal! | 
ca- Ind other legal Ordinances ; and they hid 20 
nd fully perfuaded themſelves, that theſe were 1. 
de. he Things which God delighted in, far | | j 
ele Wore than in Juſtice, Mercy and Truth. 11 
ah like manner, the Papifts, to obtain - 1418 
tc ps Pardon 1 


Pardon and Indulgence for their Sins, will 
readily ſubmit to Pilgrimages, Corportl 
Penances, and Pecuniary Mulcts, or any 


thing but true Repentanee and Amendmen. 


And they have among them one Artick 
of this outward kind of Merit, which i 
not only like that of the Jews, but exad. 
ly the ſame ; I mean, Zeal for the Ho. 
nour of the Temple, and the Church, It 
appears by the Text, that when the Pro. 
phet denounced Judgments againſt the 
Jeu for their Sins, they alledged thei 
Relation to the Temple and their Ze 
for it, as a full Proof that Cod could not 
be angry with them, And the Reaſon why 
the Temple of the Lord is thrice repeated 


in the Text, is not, as ſome Interpreten 


have fanſied, becauſe it conſiſted of thre: 
Parts, or becauſe they repaired to | 
three times in the Year ; but evident] 
this, that the Cry of the Temple was lout 
and frequent among them, and their Zei 
for it ſo meritorious in their account, 2 
to be a full Atonement for thoſe Negled; 
which the Prophets charged upon then 
with regard to the Moral Duties of Rell 
gion. And as to the Papiſts, it is wel 
nown, that there are no Impieties or Vit 
lanies ſo great, but what are excuſed, at 
even ſanctified among them, if they * 
HH 1 e 
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— i. th. 


Yen committed in the Service of the 
hurch ; and Vice and Immorality is par- 
lon'd there, far more eaſily, than the leaſt 
Dppoſition to what they call the Catho- 
ck Cauſe. „5 

Lam ſorry to ſay it, but it is too viſible 
0 be denied or concealed, that this Piece 
f Popery, among others, is flowing in up- 
nus ; while the Name of the CHURCH 
lent to a Party in the State, and all Per- 
ns without Diſt inction are liſted under it, 
nd the moſt profane and vicious amongſt 
$ are not only admitted, but even invi- 
xd and preſs'd, to wear the Name. And 


pon thoſe good Wiſhes and Services to 
hat they call the Cauſe of the Church; 
be Inferiours are eaſily led to believe, 
hat fuch a diſtinguiſhed Zeal for the 
burch, being ſo much magnify*d by Per- 
ns ſo much more knowing than them- 


ves, muſt undoubtedly have Merit e- 


hile the Superiours ſet ſo high a Value 


7 

4 duch in it, to atone with God for many 
0 5 and Defects in other Parts of 
ren. Behaviour. The hopes of which, 
ell: nd the Streſs they lay upon it, with the 
wel ale it gives to the Minds of Sinners, 
vi. probably be one Reaſon, why the 


ame of the CHurcH is moſt in the 
ouths of ſuch Perſons, in the midſt of 
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80 The Iniquity of Proſtituting the 
| their Riots and Exceſſes. And, confideriny this Fo 
how deſirous wicked Men are, to ſhelter in any 

themſelves from Shame and Remorſe by au lity 28: 

Pretences and Colours of Religion, and wh The 

Mulritudes there are who ſtand in need Name: 

ſuch Shelter; it was certainly good Poli tholick 
| in thoſe Stateſmen, who firſt betray'd t the Fal 
| Name of the Church into a Secular Cu. their! 
| In truth, as it is managed among us, on:W#* one 
h would think it had been copied from thi tholick 
[| known Practice in the Times of Pope, ly Gor 
} of ſetting up a Standard for the Wan And u. 
1 of the Holy Land, with Plenary Indu be © 
l gences of Sins to all thoſe who would en Religic 
gage in that meritorious Work. Buff“ Ingr 
1 however the Beltef and Opinion of ſudſi en. 
Merit may ſerve the Purpoſes of Politioiſi nothin; 
N Perſons z it is an Opinion very deſtrudiiq i tuted' t 
. to Religious Purpoſes and the Souls of alſo 
1 Men : and, being alfo a growing Opinion 
1 on, the ill Effects and Conſequenees of i AY 
| - ought to be diligently guarded againft botl the Th 
RH by Miniſters and Magiſtrates : By Mini For 
| ſters, in frequent Warnings to the People Name 
1 not to build their hopes of Salvation upd! uled al 
x ſuch a weak Bottom, which, wirhout ſub Y to 
. ſtantial Piety and Goodneſe, will not ſuf longs t 
il port them in the Day of Trial 3 and de bet 
Magiſtrates, in an impartial Execution d 15 
en 


the Laws againſt Vice, and not fuller 
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in any caſe for Profaneneſs and Immora- 
lity againſt God. 


, The CHURCH is a very Sacred 
Name; whether we mean by it the Ca- 
0 tholick Church, i. e. the Congregation of 
the Faithful upon earth under CHRIS N 
mn beir Head; or this National Church, 
s one ſound Member of the Church Ca- 
u tholick, eſtabliſhed among us. in an order- 
mn, ly Government, Diſcipline and Worſhip : 
au And which ſoever we mean, it ſhould ſeem 


Religion is not the firſt and moſt neceſſa- 
[ty Ingredient in the Character of a Church- 


unavoidable Reproach and Contempt upon 
the Things themſelves, 


way to maintain the Reverence which be- 
longs to the Church, to give up the Name 


State, and to be toſs'd about by the worſt 
of Men, in the worſt part of their Conver- 
5 M ſation, 


this Political Merit towards Men, to atone 


to be a ſtrange Chriſtian Church, where 


je nothing that is Sacred, ought to be proſti- 
dun tuted to vulgar and common Uſe ; fo is 
it alſo true in Experience, that the proſti- 
in ution of the Names of Things, derives an 


For Inſtance, in the Caſe before us (the 
Name of the CHURCH, as it bas been 
uled and applied of late days ;) Is it the 


to be the publick Cry of a Diviſion in the 


man. And as it is true in Nature, that 
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ſation, in the midſt of Swearing, and Re- 
velling, and Drunkenneſs ? Is it any Credit 
to a National Church, that thoſe Men are 
moſt furious in her Service, who by all 
the Rules of the Catholick Church ought 


to be baniſhed out of her Communion } 


Can it be for the Honour of the Church 
of England (which makes Duty and De. 
cency to Authority, her diſtinguiſhing 
Mark) that Riot and Tumult and Sedition 
are ated under her Name? Is it for the 
Service of the Church, with regard to the 
Favour and Protection which She receives 
and expects from the Civil Power, that 
her Name be given up to the Management 


of thoſe, who will not own the Church to 


be ſafe, till the State is well nigh undone, 
and Popery at our doors ? In fine, what 
Idea muſt all ſober and ſerious Chriſtians 
have of the Cłurch, when they are taught 
by their Leaders, to acknowledge and te- 


ſpect thoſe as its greateſt Patriots, whom 


they ſeldom or never fee within the Church; 
and by the ſame Leaders, are taught to treat 
thole as Enemies to the Church, whom 


they not only know to be unblameable ani 
_ exemplary in their Lives, but whom their 


own Eyes ſee to be conſtant and ferious in 
the publick Service of the Church? 


The 
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| Theſe and the like Reprozches are un- 
| avoidably brought upon the Church, by 
| making that ſacred Name an Engine for 
| cunning Stateſmen to work with ; which 
being once put into their hards, makes 
them in effect a Center of Unity, if not to 
the Church, at lcaſt to the Name of it ; 
and Perſons are admitted or excluded, not 
| according to the true ancient Teſts of good 


Churchmen, namely, a good Life, with 


| Conformity to the citabliſh'd Government 
and Worſhip ; but with Allowance to Men 
| to Jive as they pleaſe, and to ſee the Church 
as ſeldom as they deſire, provided they 
be ſtrictly Conformable to ſuch Meaſures 
as will ſupport the Intereſt and Ambition 
of their Leaders. And becauſe very great 
Numbers of wiſe and good Men, of all 
Ranks and Orders, have found themſelves 
obliged to oppoſe thoſe Meaſures, as tend- 
ing, in their Opiniop, to the Deſtruction 


of Church and State; for this Reaſon a- 


lone, without the leaſt Defect in point of 


Conformity, they have been Unchurch'd, 


and many of them unworthily aſper'd and 
perſecuted as Betrayers of the Church, 
| who have long been, and bleſſed be God 
ſtill continue, the greateſt Ornaments of 
_ a Re 


M2 Thete 
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84 The Iniquity of Provtituting the 
There is indeed another Reaſon pretend. ¶ but hi 
ed and alledg'd ; namely, I hat they, and Nto the 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters, are in the ſame tate. 
common Meaſures in the State: Which i; The 
a popular Argument, and ſcrves to amuſe M which 
the Vulgar ; but, I doubt, they who al-. Found⸗ 
ledge it, will not allow us, in our turns Hbave b 
to call them Papiſts, or Favourers of Pope. NNation 
2y and the Pretender, becauſe the Papiſi., Mime P 
8 and Diſaffected of all ſorts, are Mhid bee 
moſt zealous Advocates for them and their IFather. 
Meaſures; and (to ſhow the Sincerity of % M. 
their Zeal) have ventured to act 1n their ions of 
Favour, with far greater Openneſs than ces we 
our Conſtitution allows. For, in truth, Mb-oad, 
the Argument, tho? as ſtrong to the full Mpliinly 
in one Caſe as the other, is not concluſive Miolutio! 
either way; becauſe a Community of Mex Wldoms. 
ſures may be either Criminal or Innocent, MWſtriteſt 
according to the Degrees of the Union, and Mme R 
the Deſigns and Views with which the{WMonar 
Parties unite. And when theſe are duly HPopiſh 
attended to, it will be own'd by all, who Hüng th, 
will own that Popery and Arbitrary Go-Whroteſt 
vernment are the heavieſt Judgments which Naval 
can befall us, that this Conjunction with to mak 
Proteſtant Diſſenters in the State, which bas bet 
made the Foundation of Diſaffection toMrupted 


the Church, has not only been innocent fs one 


but arded 
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but highly Iaudable, and even neceſſary 
to the Preſervation both of Church and 
State. I pace 


The Reſtoration of the Royal Family, | 
MM which happily fix'd us upon our ancient | 
|. WFoundations in Church and State, might 
„ bave been a much greater Bleſſing ro theſe 
e. Nations, had they all return'd with the 


ſame Proteſtant Principles, in u hich they 
re hid been carefully educated by their pious 
eit Father. But under the lIufluence of a Pa- 
oi i Mother, and the Example and Perſua- 
eit ions of a Popiſh Nation, two of our Prin- 
an Fees were perverted in their Religion A- 
th, broad, and came over (as hath ſince very _ 
vil Mpliinly appear'd) with a Deſign and Re- 4 
ive Nlolution to eſtabliſh Popery in theſe King- . 
ea- Norns. To this end, they enter'd into the 1 
ſtricteſt Confidence with Princes of the 111 
lame Religion; aggrandiz'd the French 1 
Monarch, who was the great Pillar of the 1 
Popiſh Caule ; ſupported him in diſtreſ- 1 
ling the Dutch, the great Strength of the ' 
Proteſtant Intereſt ; and, to balance their 
Naval Power, lent the utmoſt Aſliſtavce -. 
to make him as formidable at Sea as he 8 
was before at Land. At Home, they cor- wo. | 
Nupted the Morals of the Nation (which i} ih 
$ one great preparation to Popery, ) diſ- WE | 
arded a Proteſtant Miniſtry, whom they 1 
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found untractable to Popiſh Meaſures ; ad. 
vanced thoſe to the higheſt Poſts of Truſt 
and Honour, who afterwards dy d profeſs! 
Papiſts; and in general, were as open! 
indulgent to the Papiſts and the Favourer 
of Popery, as was conſiſtent with the gre 
Averſion of the Kingdom to that Rel. 
ion. 

: In this View of Affairs both at Home 
and Abroad, the Deſign appear'd to be u0 
leſs than the extirpation of the Proteſtant 
Intereſt and Religion in Europe. And thi 


was early obſerv'd by great Numbers of 
wiſe Men, who were true Patriots of their 
Country, and entire Friends to Monat. 
chy and the Church of England, as the 
Laus had eſtabliſh'd them : but, bein 
under the unhappy Neceſſity of oppoſing 
the Meaſures of that Court, they were 
quickly branded with the Name of a Re- 
publican and Antimonarchical Party; andi 
being aſſiſted by the Proteſtant Diſſenterg 
out of an equal Abhorrence and Appre- 
henſion of Popery, they were alſo reproach 
with the Name of Presbyterians, and Ere. 
mies to the Church: The Church it (lt, 
all that while, being accounted by the 
other Diviſion in the State, in a mot ſale 
and flouriſhing Condition; with a diſgu!- 
ſed Papiſt on the Throne, and a profil 
e a Papi 


the 
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all thoſe 
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Prpiſt the Heir Preſumptive, and amidſt 


So Church and State, 
That this Union, which was the firſt 
Colour of charging Presbytery upon Church- 
mn, was not a Combination againſt the 
Church, but a joint Strength againſt Po- 
pery, upon very juſt Apprehenſions of it; 
became clear, when it was well nigh too 
te: When theſe united Endeavours had 


the Throne was not Preparing us for De- 
ſtruct ion, as his Predeceſlor had been, but 
was actually deſtroying us, and openly 
ſubvert ing the whole Conſtitution. 


a In that dreadful Extremity, to which 


teWChurch and State were reduced by the 


Ing a moſt ſeaſonable Deliverance; and to drive 
efengpopery to ſeek for Protection under a 


000 anding all that Experience in former 
er Mcions, no ſooner did the ſame Strength 
De Wunite, under our Glorious Deliverer, to ſe- 
cure the Nation againſt the Return of Po- 
pery, but the ſame Cry of Presbytery was 
{ell enew'd, and the Church was again in the 


utmoſt Peril: And it 1s well remember'd, 


o what Degree the Authors of thoſe Re- 
roaches perplex'd and obſtructed the En- 


deavours 


all thoſe Stratagems of Popery to deſtroy 


prov'd ineffectual, and a Popiſh Prince on 


allies of Men; it pleaſed God to ſend us 


Wicizhbouring Monarch. But, notwith- 
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Reign, chiefly by the Spirit and Vigour of 
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bled from attempting our Ruin, but by; 
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deavours of that great Prince, for the Sc. 

Bet Ke ar, * the fa 
curity of our Liberties and Religion. been t 
The Enemy, however, was diſappointel 

„ 3 he En . out Po 
in his main Deſign, of enſlaving us once fs th 
more to a Popiſh Prince; and, in the nen Very g 


that joint Strength which had at firſt uni all oth 


1:0. comme 
ted againſt Popery, he was not only diſz, dt 


Courſe of moſt wonderful Succeſſes on 7 af 
our part, was himſelf reduced to the uM” 


moſt Extremity. But it is to be obſerv'd, eſt All 


thit as our Victories increas'd, the Dange has 
of the Church increas'd too; and it wx 5585 
not confeſs'd to be in perfect Safety, Abroae 
till we were enter'd into Meaſures, which . 
put an End to our Glorious Succeſſes, an * * 
lifted up the Head of the common Enemy ooſen 


and in a few Years ſunk theſe Nations fro 3 
the higheſt Pitch of Glory, to the vent 
brinks of Ruin and Deſtruction. 2 : 
Ihe plain Tendency of this Account. ; 5 
1s to ſhow, that for many Reigns we hau p. 5 þ 
been engaged in one continued Struggle: ny 
gainſt Popery, which has been one contig. 105 
nued Warning to us to preſerve the ſtil 0 45 
eſt Union among our ſelves ; and, that . 0 1 
Aſſiſtance which Proteſtant Diſſenters ha u oo 
lent to Churchmen, aud their purfuin} Ko 


under | 


| 
| 
| 
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| the ſame Meaſures in the State, has not 
been to bring in Presbytery, but to keep 
out Popery, So we find in many other Ca- 


very different Sentiments and Intereſts in 
ll other reſpects, will readily unite for the 


ned with the ſame common Danger; and 
lo it particularly happen'd in the Courſe 
of our late Wars, when we ſaw the ſtri&- 


„a Alliance between Proteſtant and Popiſh 
Vo, powers, in Defence of the Liberties of 
e Europe. And the preſent Face of Affairs 
. Abroad, and that Spirit of Sedition and 


lboſen that Union among our ſelves, to 
which we chiefly owe our preſent happy 
[Eſtabliſhment ; the great Security, under 
God, to our Laws, Liberties, and Religion. 

But if, notwithſtanding all that has bee; 


Proteſtant Difſenters to one Diviſion in the 
Yate, muſt needs infer a fecret Affection 
o Presbytery, in thoſe who receive them; 
the Authors of that Reproach will be obli- 
zed to find ſome ſatisfactory Reaſon, why 
They may not as well be charged with a 
ſecret Affection to Popery and the Pretender, 
under ſuch a full E 


N Wiſhes 


ſes, that Perſons and Bodies, who are of 


common Safety, whenever they are threat- 


dia Diſcontent which is ſo viſible at Home, 
xe far from being Motives to diſſolve or 


fad, the good Withes and Aſliſtance of 


njoyment of the good 
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Wiſhes and Aſſiſtance of Papiſts, Nonſu- 


rors, and the Diſaffected of all Sorts. With 


what Views is it, that the whole Body of 
theſe Men are ſuch zealous Advocates for 


one Side; and that their Hopes riſe or fall, 


as the Power and Intereſt of that Side in- 


creaſes or abates 2 To what Proſpects muſt 


it beowing, that a Change in the Publick 
Adminiſtration not many Years ſince, was 
ſo great Matter of Joy to Popery, and of 
Sorrow, in proportion, to the whole Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt in Europe? 

Much more might be alledg'd upon the 


ſame Head, if this were a proper Place for 
Expoſtulation. But what I have already 


ſaid, has been by way of Defence only, a- 
gainſt a wicked Device to turn all Endes. 
vours againſt Popery into Enmity againſt 
the Church; and ſo far am I from a Deſre 
to Expoſtulate iv this Caſe, that I am tru- 
ly ſenſible how nearly it concerns the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of the Nation, that al 
our Diviſions and Animoſities he forgotten 


and buried; and how much it is the Duty 


of all, and eſpecially of the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, to labour. againſt them, and 
to ſtudy and promote the Things which 
belong to Peace. 


But 
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But if Intereſt and Ambition muſt pre- 


vail, and, to ſupport theſe, Men muſt be 
liſted, without Diſtinction of Good or 
| Bad ; If from thence Quarrels and Con- 
| tentions muſt ariſe in the State, and theſe 


grow into Riots and Tumults : Let not 


the CHURCH, however, be drawn in, 
| either to give Credit to ſuch Practices, or 
| to bear the Reproach of them ; but let 
| that Sacred Name remain for ever a Name 
| of Religion, and Loyalty, and Peace. Let 
| the Meinbers of the Church be known by 
the ancient Teſts, of real Piety and Good» 


| neſs, and a devout Attendance cn Her 
Publick Worſhip : Let all who anſwer 


theſe Characters, account themſelves Mem- 


bers of the ſame Body, and live in Unity 


and Godly Love, and join heartily in 


maintaining the Conſtitution of the Church, 
and in guarding the Name againſt the U- 
ſurpations of profane and wicked Men, 


who belong to no Church, but the Syna- 
gogue of Satan. Finally, Let the Safety 


of the Church be built upon a Foundation, 


that is fairly conſiſtent with the Safety of 
the State; and, as it ſtands in many re- 
ſpects Incorporated with the State, let it 
be the great Example of Duty and Decency 


to Authority, and the conſtart Promoter 


of Peace and Order. 
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92 The Iniquity of Proſtituting, &c. 
This is a truly Chriſtian CHURCH, I #55 


ſuch a Church, as Man will reverence, WM 888 


and God will undoubtedly bleſs and pro- 7727 
tect. = 6 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed 
all Honour, Power, Praiſe, Might, 
Majefty, and Dominion, benceforth 
and for evermore. Amen. 
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The great vis 9 Mok uvu- 


RING, After Deliy eran- 
ces. | | a 


3 cvi. 42, 44. 


Many times did be deliver them ; but they 
provoked kim with their Counſel, ant 
were hrotig ht low for their Iniquity. 
Nevertheleſs, be regarded their AfRliti- 
on, when he beard their Cry. 


8 


TER IEC HIS and the foregoing Pſalm 
Ao BY were compoſed by King Da- 
vid, and by him el to 
the 1 to be ſolemnly 
Y recited to the People in their 
lily Miniſtration. They contain a ot 

| ut 


— 


The great Sin of Murmuring, 


ſcription of the Goodneſs of God to theſe 


but diſtin& Account of the Diſpenſation 


of God to their Nation, from the time they Fir 


received the Promiſe of the Land of Ca. Murn 
naan, to their final Eſtabliſhment in that Bond 
Land. The firſt, is a relation of the ma. J er d, 


ny Signal Providences of God, in his gui. the B 
ding and conducting their Fathers, from 


the ( 
ver. 1 
with 
Comn 
(ver. 
dren; 
evider 
than t 
| Un 
ſions c 
God f 
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ſes his 
beard 


I Now, . 


the Days of Abrabam to their Deliverance 
out of Egypt; and the ſecond (which 
reaches from the Time of that Delive. 
Tance, to their poſſeſſion of the promiſed 
Land. is a mixture of Mercies and Deli. 
verances on God's Part, and of Murmy. 
rings and Rebellions on the part of the 
People. Which being but too juſt a De. 


Nations, and of our provoking and undu- 
tiful Returns, is choſen on that account 
tor the Subject of my preſent Diſcourſe 
And the Text will naturally lead us to 
take a View, | 

dren 7 


Firft, Of the Deliverances and Murmu- alſo [e 
rings of the Iſraelites, Egypti 
Secondly, Of the Reſemblances between ſore, a 
thofe, and the Deliverances and Mui lar th 
murings of theſe Nations. To which Tran 
EO Ee 
Thirdly, A brief Application, with regadlſ#lio 


to our preſent State of Things. Fu . 


After Deliverances. 


4 6 : 


n | Firſt then, Of the Deliverances, and 
5 Murmurings, of the I/raelires, What the 


Bondage was from which they were deli- 
ver d, is fer forth in the firſt Chapter or 


1 the Book of Exodus; The Ep yptians made 
__ the Children of Iſrael ſerve with Rigour, 
eber. 13. ibey made their Lives bitter 


ch vitb bard Bondage, ver. 14. and the 
Command of Pharaob to the Midwives 
ei (ver. 16.) to deſtroy all the Male Chil- 
(dren as ſoon as they were born, made it 
nal evident, that nothing leſs was intended, 


he han their utter Extirpation. N 

De Under theſe Oppreſſions, and Apprehen- 
ele ſons of Ruin, the People cry earneſtly to 
144. 60d for Succour and Protection; and God 


graciouſly hears their Cry, aud ſends Mo- 


dren of” Iſrael is come unio me; and] have 
Wiſp ſeen the Oppreſſion wherewith the 
Egyptians oppreſs them Come now there- 
fore, and I will ſend thee unto Pharaoh, 


Children of Iſrael our of Egypt. Accor- 
dingly Moſes, having receiv'd this Com- 


and brings them out of Egypt by a Series 


of wonderful Miracles; and theſe, David 
ſuccinct. 


% his Servant to be their Deliverer ; I have Erd. i; 
beard their Cry, I know their Sorrows ;v.7. 
| Now, therefore, behold the Cry of the Chil-% 9510. 


that thou mayeſt bring forth my People the 


miſſion, delivers them from their Bondage, 


Kn 
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ſuccinctly enumerates, from the 27th to the 


38h Verſe of the firſt of thoſe Pſalms, 


that they might be kept in everlaſting Re. 


membrance. And how deep a Senſe the 
People then had of the Divine Goodreſ: 
1n the Courſe of that wonderful Delive. 


rance, and how high an Eſteem and Re- 
verence of Moſes, their great Delivere 


under God; is alſo particularly obſerve{ 
in the 14th Chapter of the ſame Bock 


Where, after their Paſſage through th; 


Waters on dry Land, and the drowning o 
the Ezyptians in the Sea, it is added, Au 
Iſrael ſaw that great Work, which the Lori 
did upon the Egyptians ; and the People 
feared the Lord, and believed the Lori 
and his Servant Moles. 3 
But no ſooner did they think themſelve 
out of the reach of Danger, but their late 
Slavery, and their Fears and Apprehenſton; 


of Ruin, were quite forgotten; no ſooner 


did they loſe the Sight of the Egyptian, 
but they loſt the Senſe of the Hand of 
God ; no ſooner was their Deliverano 


wrought, or rather begun, but they {e 


themſelves, in Complaints and Murrnu- 


rings, againſt their Deliverer. 


Their firſt Complaint was; That Moſe: 
had changed their Condition fer the work: 
in point of Plenty. They were of court: 
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to travel through a great Wilderneſs, and 
| could not hope, in reaſon, to find Ac- 
| commodations exactly to their minds, in 
all Places where they pitched their Tents: 
| But yet, forgetting the Miſeries from 
| which he had juſt deliver'd them, and 
| the pleaſant and fruitful Land to which 
| he was conduct ing them, they lay hold of 
every little Inconvenience, to revile and 
| accuſe him, and even to upbraid him with 
| bringing them out of Egypt. In one place 
| the Waters were not ſweet enough ; and 
| then preſently, The People murmured a- 
gainſt Moſes, ſaying, What ſhall we drink ? 23. 
| and again, The People murmured againſt Exod. vii. 
| Moſes, and ſaid, Wherefore is this that 1 

| thou haſt brought us out of Egypt, # ki 

| us and our Children, and 0 

Tbirſt ? In another place, their Bread hap- 
| pen'd to fail; and then, as we find, The 
( whole Congregation murmured againſt Mo- 
| ſes and Aaron, and ſaid unto them, Would Exod. xvi, 
to God we bad died by the hand of the 253. 
Lord in the Land of Egypt; when we ſat 
| by the Fleſh. pots, and when we did eas 
Bread to the full for ye have broupht us 
forth into this Wilderneſs, to kill this whole 
| Aſembly with Hunger. Upon this, God 
lives them Manna from Heaven ; but 
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The great Sin of Murmuring, 


Num. xi. Fury and Reſentment as ever, We remen- 
3. xi. 5. pep the Fiſh, which we did eat in Egypt, 


within a while, they grow weary of that 
too, and will not be content till they have 
Change of Proviſion ; and, in the mean 
time, they fly upon Moſes with as much 


freely ; wherefore have ye brought us out o 

1 to 2 the Milderneſs? For wes 

is no bread, neither is there any water , 
and cur Soul loatheth this light bread, 
Their next head of Complaint was, 
That Moſes had expoſed them to great Pe- 


rile, and engaged them in a dangerons 
War, Even before they were quite deli- 


ver'd, they reproach'd him to his face for 
the Dangers he had brought upon them, 
by attempting their Deliverance : For, when 
they ſaw the Egyptians nfarching after 


Fx0d. xiv. them, they ſaid uuto Miſes, Becanfe there 


41. 


were no Graves in Egypt, haſt thou taken 
us away to die in the Wilderneſs ? Where- 
fore baſt then dealt thus with us, to cariy 
us forth out of Egypt? And, in like man- 
mer, when the Spies who were ſent to view 
the Land of Canaan, brought back a Re- 
port, that the People were ſtrong, and lived 
in walled Cities; and the Iſraelites found, 
that they were to engage in a long War, 

| before their Deliverance could be finifh'd; 
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it | then (as we read) They murmured againſt Os xĩv. 
e Moſes and againſt Aaron ; and ſaid umto 


them, Would God that we bad died in 


n WH! 

h the land of Egypt, or would God we had Ll 

died in the Wilderneſs : Wherefore hath i 

t, the Lord brought us into this Land, to j | 

F fa! by the Sword ; that our Wives and our 14 

re Children ſhould be a prey? ; "1 4 

; The Third Sort of Grievance, was Par 4 
| tiality in the Adminiftration ; that they ! 

is, # who were equal in Figure and Abilities, 

e. were not made equal in Favour and Sta- 

un tion, and that the Publick Adminittration 

li- ought to be ſpread into more Hands. This 

for i was the Quarrel of the Levites againſt | 

m, Aaron, and (as it feems) of the Princes a- | 


ces ; 
| Took men and roſe up before Moſes, with v, 
| certain of the Children of Iſrael, two hun- 2. 

| dred and fifty Princes of tbe Aſſembly, 


famous in the Congregation, men of renotem 5 


gainſt Moſes ; and, being a joint Diſcon- 
tent in Religion and Policy, and engaged- 
in by Perſons of Power and Reſentment, 
it did not end, as the reſt had done, in 
murmuring and reviling, but broke our 
into an open Rebellion, under the Ma- 
nagement of Corab, the Son of Lew, and 


of Dathan and Abiram two of the Prin- 
who having formed a Conſpiracy, 


2 and 


xvi. 


g 
| 
1 
1 
1 


2 


3; 


— — 


Cee eames rad 


2 


100 


The great Sin of Murmuring, 
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1 ” 


and gathered themſelves together Again 


Moſes and againſt Aaron. 


Theſe were the Grievances, with which 
Mofes ſtood charged. And as to the Peg. 
ple, there appears, in the whole courſe of 
their Behaviour, a forgetfulneſs of their 
late Slavery, a wearineſs of their Delive- 


rance, and a longing to return into Egypt. 


which, we fee, they plainly intimate on 
many Occafions ; and at one time, had 
carried the Deſign ſo far, as to propoſe to 
chuſe a Leader, who ſhould conduct them 


Num. xiv, back, And they ſaid one 10 another, Let 


4» 


us make a Captain, and let us return into 


Egypt. Not that we can ſuppoſe (as per- 


verſe and ſtupid as they were) that they 


could fo ſoon have loſt af ſenſe of the 


Oppreſſions and Miſeries which they had 


ſo lately felt ; but probably they flattered 
themſelves, that one King of Egypt ha- 


ving paid fo dear for oppreſſing them, this 


would be freſh in Memory; and that the 
ſucceeding Kings, taking Example by his 
Misfortunes, would indulge them the free 
Enjoyment of their Liberties and Religi- 


on, and not venture upon the ſame op- 


| Fate, 


preſſive Methods, for fear of the fame 
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We ſee then, wherein it was, that the 


great Provocations of the Children of 1/-ael 


| Jay, or, as the Text expreſſes it, How it 
| was that they provokd God with their 
| Counſel, He heard their Cry, and deli- 
vered them in the Day of their Diſtreſs; 
and they were no ſooner deliver'd, but they 
fell to murmuring againſt their Deliverer, 
and even againſt the Deliverance it ſelf. He 
| reſcu'd them, with a mighty Hand and an 
out-ſtretch'd Arm, from terrible Oppreſſions, 
and from the Fears of imminent Deſtructi- 
on ; but they quickly forgot both their oun 
Miſeries, and the Hand of God. The plain 


Purpoſe of God, was to work for them 


were labouring their own Deſtruction. It 


was God's deſign to put them in a full and 


free Enjoyment of two of the moſt valua- 


ble Bleſſings upon Earth, their Religion 
and Liberty; but ſo far were they from 
| concurring with God in this gracious De- 
 lign, and ſhowing the Value they had for 
[theſe great Bleſſings, that they would not 
ſubmit to the leaſt hardſhip or difficulty, 


to 


a thorough Deliverance; but they grew out 
of patience before the Work was half 

| done, and ſet themſelves to defeat the 
Counſels of God ; all the while he was 
labouring their Salvation, they, in effect, 
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to obtain and ſecure tffem ; on the con- 
trary, they were deſirous to return to Sla. 
very and Superſtition, and ready, on all 
occaſions, to Sacrifice both Religion and 
Liberty to their own Humours and Re. 
ſentments. And finally (to ſhow them- 
ſelves irreconcileable to the methods of 
God, for making and continuing them 
glorious Nation,) when they had vexed 
and tired the Soul of their Deliverer, even 
to Death, and God, in great Mercy, had 
rais d up Joſbua to be their Leader, and, 
under his Conduct, had made them to tri. 
umph over the Heathen Nations, and had 
eſtabliſhed them in the Promiſed Land, 
to be a Terror to thoſe Nations, and to 
preſerve his true Religion pure and un- 
mix'd ; then did they enter into Friend- 
ſhip with that Idolatrous People, and, 
mixing with them, were infected with 
their Superſtitions, and grew by degree 
into a liking of them and their Idol: 
i: . 
his was the Caſe of the perverſe and 
rebellious Iſraelites ; and, God knows, it 1s 
too much the Caſe of theſe Nations : Such 
have our Dangers been, ſuch the Delive- 


rances we have received, and ſuch the Pro- 


vocations we have offer d. As it is in the 
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. Text, Many times hath God delivered us, Pſal. evi. 


ſel, and have been brought low for our 
| Iniquity. Nevertheleſs (hitherto) God 


- bath regarded our Afliction, and heard our 
l Cry. | iT, | 
oi 


II. For, to proceed to the 2d Head, 
ed namely, the Reſemblance between the De- 
en liverances and Murmurings of the IJae- 
ad lites, and our own ; Do not many of us re- 
nd, member © the Day, when we were upon the 


| but we habe provoked him with our Coun- *** 33* 


* Kang 


1i-M point to be made Slaves to a foreign Yoke, Iames 24's 


nad and every Heart trembled for the Ark of a 
nd, God, for the True Proteſtant Religion 
to profeſs'd and eſtabliſh'd among us? When 
un- we ſaw our Laws avd Liberties openly 


eign. 


-nd-W violated, and Superſtition and Idolatry 


flowing in upon us, and nothing more evi- 
dently intended, than the Deſtruction of 
all our Civil and Religious Rights? 


did we take 2 We cry'd earneſtly to God 
tor Mercy and Succour ; and God graci- 


In this great Extremity, what Courſe 


it is ouſly heard our Cry, and ſent us a moſt 


Such ſeaſonable and wonderful Deliverance. But 
live · ¶ as Toon as ever our Fears and Apprehenſi- 
Pro: ons were over, We, like the Iſraelites, fell 


[ext nify 


to murmuring and complaining ; to mag- 
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nify the Peace and Plenty of former Reign, 
and to charge our Deliverer with invol- 


ving us in a National Poverty, and a ha. 


 zardons War. When, in truth, the ſeem. 


ing Tranquillity which we had enjoy d be. 


fore, was nothing elſe but a ſupine Neg. 


lect of the Publick Safety, and a fatal Con. 
ni vence at the growing Power of a neigh- 
bouring Monarch: As a vigorous War to 
reduce that Power, was abſolutely neceſ. 
ſary to complete our Deliverance, and to 
remove thoſe Dangers in which our former 
Security had involved us. The ſetting 


Bounds to that Exorbitant Power, was 


what our Deliverer had made the great 


Work of his Life ; being raiſed up by a 


Special Providence of God to be a Scourge 


to Popery and Tyranny. And tho' he was 


forc'd, by the Perverſenefs of Men, to 


leave that great Work imperfect; yet, that 


his Zeal for Religion and Liberty conti- 
nued in its full Vigour to the laſt, we 
need no other Teſtimony, than the Noble 
Legacy which he bequeath'd to us with his 


dying Breath, and which by the Blethng 
of God we now enjoy, The Succeſſion ti 


the Crown in the Proteftant Line. By 


this laſt Act of his Life, he did, as it 
were, ſhew us the Promiſed Land; that 


happy 
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| happy State, into which when we were 
| once paſs'd, it ſhould be in every Man's 
Power, if he pleaſed, to fit quietly and 


ſecurely under his Vine and under his Fig- 


ee. 
And when that precious Life was ſpent 
| and worn out, by Fatigues Abroad, and 
much more by Vexations at Home; it 
| pleaſed God to raiſe up a Great Comman- 
der, who, like another Joſhua, led forth 
our Armies and vanquiſhed our Enemies, 


made us a Terror to the Nations round 


| about us, and carried theſe Kingdoms to 
2 pitch of Glory, beyond the Example of 


former Times. But when the great Work 


which our firſt Deliverer had begun, was 


in effect completed, and no Enemy re- 
mained who could withſtand or hurt us; 
then (as it is in the Text.) did we again 


| proveks God with our Counſel, and were 
| brought low by our Iniquity - by the ſame 


Iniquity, that brought the Iraelites fo 


low ; the Iniquity of making a League 
with the [dolatrous Nations, and by that, 


paving an eaſie Way for the Return of 
Popery and Slavery. 5 
How melancholy our Proſpect was, and 


| what gloomy Thoughts and Apprehenſi— 
ons had ſeiz'd the Minds of all true Lo- 
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6 


vers of their Country, is ſill freſh in e. 
very one's Memory. But when the Cloud 
which we ſaw hanging over our Heads, 
ſcem'd ready to break, and we had no- 


thing in view, that could cover us from 


the Storm and fave our Religion and Li. 
berti:s from being ſwallow'd up ; then 
again, as the Pſalmiſt ſays in the Text, 
God regarded our Afliction, and raiſed 
us from the Depths of Deſpair, to the 
moſt comfortable Hopes and Affurances of 
Safety, under the immediate Protection of 
that Bulwark, which our wiſe Deliverer 
had provided, for the perpetual Security 
of our Religion and Liberties, * Our now 
Gracious SOVER A | G N. and Th 
ROYAL ISSUE. 
After ſuch Signal Dejtv erances, and 0 
many Teſtimonies of the Divine Care 
and Goodneſs watching over us, we might 
well hope, that thoſe reſt leſs Spirits would 
not go on longer to fight againſt God, or, 
as the Text words it, 10 provoke God 
with their Connſel. When we ſaw 1 
PRINCE, renown'd for Wiſdom and 


Coodnels, in full Poſſeſſion of the Throne, 
with the ſeeming Unanimity of all Or. 
ders and Degrees ; ue began to think, 
that Men were at laſt content to be hap- 
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by Abd eſpecially, when we ſaw the 
T hrone ſurrounded with a numerous If- 
ſue, under the Guidance of a Royal Pair, 


| no leſs zealous for the Safety, Honour, 
and Happineſs of theſe Kingdoms, than | 


their Royal Father; we then thought 
our ſelves out of the Reach, not only of 
Danger, but even of Diſturbance ; we be- 
lieved, that none would be fo bardy and 


deſperate, as to attempt the unhinging an 


Eſtabliſhment ſo firmly fix'd, the cutting 


off ſuch au Enrail of Happineſs, as they 
| ſaw ſcttled upon us by the Hand of 2285 
vidence. 


But we quickly found, how vain it is 


to hope, that Popery will erer ceaſe to 
labour the Extirpation of Hereſy and the 


Deſtruction of Hereticks ; or that the 
ſweeteſt Diſpoſition, the mildeſt Govern- 
ment, and the ſtricteſt adherence to the 


| Conſtitution in Church and State, can 


_ or engage Minds, which are ſway'd 


y Intereſt and Ambition, Envy and Re- 


Venge. The Flames of Diſcontent and 
dedition, which we hoped were well nigh 
exting uith'd, we found had been only ſmo- 
werd and, being fann'd into a new 


Rage by the late 1 were 
| breaking out a-pace with greater Fury, 


2 En- 
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Endeavours had been long uſing, to bring 
the Minds of the People to more favour. 
ble Thoughts of the Doctrines and De. 
ſigns of Popery ; and thoſe Pills had been 
ſwallow'd ſo greedily, and had poiſomd 
ſo deep, that the Impreſſions of a Popjſ 
Reign were well nigh defaced, and the 
Accounts of it, however terrible in them- 
ſelves, began to be little more than Spe- 
culation and Amuſement. Nay, ſo far 
are many, who yet call themſelves Prote- 
ſtants, from retaining their ancient Aver— 
ſion to Popery, that they are brought at 
laſt to think it a Deliverance ; and yet 
thoſe very Minds, which ſtand ſo clear of 
all Fears and Apprehenſions of Miſchief 
from a Papiſßh Reign, are the Minds moſt 
eafily ſuſceptive of Fears and Jealouſies 
concerning Deſigns in a ProteFant Reign, 
And their Appetites, being thus corrupt- 
ed, have been fed from day to day with 
Lies and Slanders and the vileſt Miſte— 
. preſentations of Men and Things, and 
humoured with imaginary Schemes of 
Miſery and Ruin, which are preparing for 
Church and State. ad 
By theſe and the like wicked Arts of 
Ambitious and Deſigning Men, have 2 
People, naturally upright and or 1 
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fam d heretofore for an inviolable Regard 
to their Liberties and Religion, been be- 


trayd into a ſhameful Indifference for 
both, or rather into a Love of Poper 
and Slavery; and, to make ſure of theſe, 
they have ſuffer'd themſelves to be inſen- 
fibly carried on from Jealouſy to Murmu- 
ring, and from Murmuring to Sedition, 
and from Sedition to open Rebellion. A 
Rebellion, without Grievance, and with- 


out Provocation ; againſt a PRINCE, 
| not only Rightful and Lawful, but wiſe 
and good, tender and indulgent ; concert- 
ed by Perſons, whoſe Crimes had rende- 
red themſelves and their Fortunes deſpe- 


rate, or who were conſcious that their 


Behaviour in a late Reign, could by no 


means entitle them to Truſt and Confi- 
dence in the preſent Adminiſtration : A 
Rebellion, engaged-in vigorouſly by Pa- 
fiſts at Home, ſupported liberally by Pa- 
piſts from Abroad, and carried on by a 
ſtrange and melancholy Combination of 
Proteſiants and Papiſts, to eſtabliſh Po- 
pery and preſerve the Church : A Rebel- 


lion, in ſhort, begun upon very wicked 
Motives, and carried on by Methods no 


leſs wicked; the Succeſs of which, mult 


have bereav'd Engliſhmen and enn, | 
| of 
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of whatever is moſt dear and valuable to 
them ; and therefore, for the Miſcarriage 
of it, are all true Engliſhmen and Prote- 
ſtants this Day, with very great Reaſon, 
joining in the ſincereſt and humbleſt Prai- 


ſes to Almighty Gd. 


By his Bleſſing upon the Counſels of a 


' wiſe and ſteady Prince, ſeconded by the 
Vigilance of a faithful Miniſtry and the 
Valour of a Loyal Army, this wicked 


and unnatural Rebellion is now at an 
end. But when the unhappy Seeds of 
it ( Diſcontent, Murmuring and Sedition ) 
will waſte and die ; when it is that we 
ſhall ceaſe to withſtand our own Happi- 
neſs, and (as it is in the Text) 79 pro- 


vo le God by our Counſel, or rather by ſet- 


ting up our Counſel againſ# his, He on- 
ly knows. To all appearance, we ſeem 


to be improving every day, not only in 


new Badges and Enſigns of Sedition, but 
even in new Arts and Methods of Slan- 
der. When there is nothing in View 


in the preſent face of Things, that will 


warrant the Slanders which we would fix 
upon the Adminiſtration ; the Miſchiet 
that may but po//ibly be attempted, is pro- 
pagated with as great Aſſurance, and as 
much Succeſs, as if it were actually xe 
cute 


= % — 
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cated,” | Nay, when the Work of Slander 
is to be ſerv'd, the ſame Thing ſhall be 


true and falſe at the ſame time ; If the 
Adminiſtration is to be arraigned as un- 


acceptable to the People, every Corner of 


the Nation 1s in the utmoſt Diſcontent ; 


but if at the ſame time, new Expedients 
are propos'd to ſecure our Eſtabliſhment 
againſt theſe Diſcontents, then there 1s no 
need of them, every Corner is perfectly 


calm and quiet. Further yet; there are 


Caſes, wherein we have made it impo/i- 
ble for the Prince, which way ſoever he 
act, to act right ; we have taken care, 
that Slander ſhall not fail to find its Ac- 


count equally on either fide ; If, for in- 


ſtance, Mercy is to be ſhown to Re- 
bels, it is Fear, If Juſtice is executed, 
it is Cruel; - The fame Perverſeneſs, 


exactly, that our Saviour complains of in 


the Jews, Jobn came neither eating nor Mas nt 
drincing, and they ſay, He hath a Devil ; 18, 19. 


The Son of Man came eating and drink- 
ing, and of Aim they ſay, Bebold a Man 


Zluttonous and a wine-biber, a friend of 


Publicans and Sinners. 


III. Things being grown to this per- 
verſe and untoward State, it may not be 
VVV impro- 
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improper to ſhut up this difcourſe con. 


cerning Murmuring and Sedition, with 
an earneſt Application to thoſe among yz 


who are unhappily engaged in that way; 


to try if they will be brought to a ſo- 


ber and ſerious ſenſe of the Unreaſonable- 


neſs and Irreligion of the part they ad. 


Which may anſwer what I propoſed under 
the 3d general Head, by way of Applica- 
tion to cur preſent State of Things. 


But before we proceed in this Expoſtu- 
lation on the head of Unreaſfonableneſ, 


we muſt in the firſt place do right to the 


P APISTS; who, it muſt be confeſs, 


act a very wile and reaſonable part. They 
deſire, above all things, to fee Popery e- 
ſtabliſhed, and themſelves in Power: and 
to attain their Deſire, they uſe the moſt 


reaſonable Means ; they labour to ſce 2 


Prince of their own Religion upon the 


Throne, They are bound, both by their 


Religion and Intereſt, to endeavour the 


Extirpat ion of Proteſtants ; and it is not 
to be charged as ill Conduct on their part, 
if Proteſtants will be perſuaded, or rather 
offer themſelves, to aſſiſt in the Executt- 
on. But when Papiſts (to keep their Pro- 
teſtant Friends in Countenance_) declare 
their Zeal for the Pretender to be a 2 
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gion ; if their Meaning be, that in caſe 


Popery were the eſtabliſhed Religion of 


thele Kingdoms, and a Perſon was aſpi- 


ing to the. Throne in the very Circum- 
ances of the Pretender in all reſpects, 


except his being a firm and hearty Pro- 


teſtant ; that they, as Swbjeds, would 
how the ſame Zeal for the Advancement 


of a Proteftant, which they ſee now ſhown 
by Proteſtants for the Advancement of 
a Papiſt ; if (1 lay) the be their Mean- 
ing, certainly the Heart and Conſcience 


| ought to be very well examined, before 


ſach Things are admitted into Dying De- 


c/arations, for the Sake of any Cauſe upon 


Barth. | . 
In like manner, it muſt be confeſs'd, 


| that the Proteſtant NON-FURORS act at 


leaſt a fair and conſiſtent Part. They 


have given no Pledges of Fidelity to the 


Government ; on the contrary, many have 
ſuffer'd in their Fortunes by denying them: 
aud they declare openly, that to give ſuch 


Pledges, would be to act againſt their 


udgment and Conſcience, And ſince the 
Queſtion, Whether their Judgment be 


right or wrong, is a point of a Legal and 
| Political Nature; the only Suggeſtion that = 
2 - aa - 
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The great Sin of Murmuring, 


can properly be offered from this Place, is, 
That they wake themſelves ſure, upon 


an impartial Examination of their OW 


Minds, that they cannot upon any fan 


Foundation reconcile aer to the 


preſent Eſtabliſhment ; becauſe if they 2» 
do it, they are certainly bound to do it 


by the ſtricteſt Ties of Duty to their Cour 


try and Religion. From thenceforth, the 
Obligation of Conſcience bears ſtrons:y | 
the other way; and if, after that, they 1:1! 
be found in the number of che Murm:: 

rers and Sedit ious, let them remember, 
that they ftand accountable to God, ihe 


great Searcher of Hearts, for endeavour- 


ing wilfully to involve Church and State 
in all thoſe Miſeries, which (whate: cr 


imavinary Schemes they may frame) boch 
Renſon and Experience teach them ta be 


inſeparable from a Popiſo Reign, 


But however Papiſts and Non jure 
may thankfully embrace all Aſliſtances to- 
wards the End, to which their own Prin- 
ciples direct; I doubt not, if we could {ce 
into their Breaſts, but we fhonid ſee there 
the ercateſt Abhorrence and Aſtoniſhment, 
with regard ro thoſe, who, profeſſing tlie 
Proteftant Religion, and being bound by 
the ſtricteſt Ties of Oaths and Abjurz':- 


* 
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ons to ſupport and maintain the preſent 
Government, are yet as active and zealous. 
as themſelves, to weaken and overthrow 
our Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, and to come 
under the Government of a Popiſh Prince. 
t may ſomerimes happen to be a queſtion 
among Subjefts, Who is their Lawivi 
Prince? or, What are the ſtrict and pre- 
ciſe Meaſures of their legal Obedience? 
But certainly, among Chriftians, it is an 
unqueſiionable Doctrine, That Oaths, if 
anlawful, ought to be refuſed ; or if 
awfully taken, ought to be kept: That 
4 contempt of Oaths, as they are Solemn 
Appeals to God, flrikes at the very Foun- 


dation of all Religion, and has an imme- 


late Tendency LO make Mankind Scæp- | 
ticks and Infidels : That, all Oatos apart, x. wii 
Obedience to Government for Conference 5 

Sake, is a Duty expreſly enjoyn'd in Scrip- 7% 
ture; and Murmuring, Reviling, and Speak- Jule viii, 
ing evil of Dignities, expreſly condemn d, Ae xxiti. 
as manifeſt Breaches of that Duty. In 3 %% kiv, 
Word, no Chriſtian can pretend to be ig- 19. 

norant, That Unity, Peace, and Love, % 

are the great Doctrines of the Goſpel 5 iv. 
nor that Variance and Sedition, Strife and 3 
Envy, are the Works of the Devil. 14. 


Gal. v. 20, 
-Q-2 Theſe 2“. 
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"Ye great Sin of Murmuring, 


proach upon our common Chriſtianity. 


Theſe Things, | ſay, are 8 de- 
clared, and earneſtly inculcated, in Holy 
Scripture; and they ſhow us, What! fu 
1s not generally con fidered enough, that 
to be a good Subject is one neceſſary Part 
in the Character * a good Chriſtian ; and 


that we are 2s certainly accountable to 


God for our Behaviour as Subjects, as we 
are for our Behaviour in any other Relati- 
on or Capacity whatſoever, 

That therefore thoſe, who have evident- 
ly no Religion, who live in Riot and Ex- 
ceſs, and in a general Contempt of God 
and his Laws, ſhould alſo fall into the 


Sins of Murmurivg and Reviling, is not 


to be wonder'd : But how Perſons, who 
ſeem in other reſpe&s to have a ſerious 
Senſe of Religion, can join daily and 
hourly in Slander and Sedition, ind think 
themſelves diſengaged from all the Dy- 
ties of a Chriſtian Subject; this indeed 

Matter of great Wonder : and it is no 1 
Matter of Lamentation, that they ſhould 

ſuffer fo great a Flaw in their own Reli 

glon, and bring fuch an intolerable Re- 


But from this dark and melancholy 
View ; f 


from that part of the Nation who 
ary 
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are ſecretly repining at our Succeſs ; let us 
urn our Thoughts to an Object more plea- 
fing and comfortable, to thoſe Faithful | 
and Loyal Subjects who are now 72joy- | 
cing at their x ap nip and thank. 
ing God heartily for the Deliverance of 
theſe Kingdoms. To them, it muſt be the 
greateſt Joy and Comfort, that their Oaths 
and Actions have been all uniform; that 
all their Prayers, and Wiſhes, have been 
bs iincerely employ'd on the Side of LIBER- 
TY and RELIGION ; that, for the Pre- 


vB | 1 
0 fervation of theſe, they, on their parts, have | 
ae allen in, readily and chearfully, with the - 
ot Meaſures which Providence had graciouſly + 
10 laid; and that God, on his part, has heard . 
Us their Prayers, and proſper'd their Endea- 
nd vours, and given them ſuch viſible Pledges 
nk of a laſting Enjoyment of thoſe invaluable 
u- Pleſungs. „„ 
is In ſo good a Cauſe, and with fo good 4 
eſs Conſciences, let not our Hearts fail or be 
114 MW diſmay'd, though we ſhould be exerciſed yet | 
l longer with the Attempts aud Provocati- | 
de. WM ons of that reſtleſs Spirit. After ſo many ö 
Deliverances, and, in them, ſo many com- f 
fortable Teſtimonies of the Divine Prote- 
oly (tion ; we ſhould be utterly unworthy of 
1 the Mercies we have already received, if | 


we 


1 118 The great Sin f Mormuring, Ge. 


Deut. 
XXxi. G. 


we did not chearſully rely upon the U 


and Providence of God for the 18 a 
come ; if we ſhould not go on ſtedfaiiiy 
and reſolutely in His Cauſe, and be at = f 
as zealous for Relagion and Liberty, as 


Enemies can be for Hdolatry and 


V's 


Wherefore (as Moſes exhorted the Ch . 
dren of 1/-ae!, in order to their Eſtab! 
ment in the Promiſed Land,) Be iron 
and of a good Courage ; fear not, nor / 


afraid of them; for the Lord thy 850 „ 


it is that doth go with thee, be will © 
fail thee nor forſake thee, 


